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OST accessories are really necessities in the 

up-to-date Sunday-school. Do you practise 

the reading of ‘the advertising columns of this 

periodical as a help toward keeping your school 
abreast of its needs? 














Knowledge 
By Emmet Russell 


KNOW a mighty Name 
That keeps my soul from shame, 
For if I breathe that Name in prayer 
The bearer of the Name is there. 


I know a mighty love, 
Earth-passions far above ; . 
lt drew my soul from sin’s foul deep, 
In God’s pure presence aye to keep. 


I know the mighty God, 

Lived human, shed his blood, 

To make the spoilers of his earth 

New creatures through the second birth. 


I know—rash words are these, 

.E’en whispered on one’s knees: 

The Master-Knower knows his own: 
* Jehovah-Jesus on the throne! 
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The Food that Comes First 


Our bodies cannot live without physical food. 
But there is something more important than that our 
bodies. should live. It is that our spirits live, and in 
unbroken ‘fellowship with God. We must never, there- 
fore, secure physical food at the cost of denying the 
greater food of God’s Word. Satan may tempt us to 
do so, as he tempted the Son of God. He came to 
Christ when he was physically exhausted after a fast 
of forty days and nights, and was “an hungred.” 
Then the tempter said to him; “If-thou be the Son 
of God, command that these stones be made bread.” 
And instanfly our Lord, who as the Son of man knew 
the exhaustion and suffering of bodily need, put the 
spiritual food of God’s Word ahead of the bodily 
food Satan was urging upon him His answer gives us 
our answer in every such temptation: “Man shall not 
live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth 
out of the mouth of God.” And he introduced this 
statement of eternal truth by actually feeding on the 
Word of God, as he began by saying, “It is written.” 


He partook of satisfying, sustaining spiritual: food in 


those three words. If the only way we can get food 
for our bodies is to break with the Word of God, then 
it is better to die bodily and live spiritually. But as 
a rule God makes abundant provision for the physical 
food of those who say with Job, “I have esteemed the 
words of his mouth more than my necessary food.” 


Pt 
Should Christian Leaders Take Sides? 


Is it ever a duty to take sides on a question in 
dispute? Especially if one is pastor of a church, or 
a denominational leader such as presiding bishop of 
a Methodist Episcopal General mference or Mod- 
erator of a Presbyterian Genera} Assembly? Should 
such a one take sides on the questions of belief that 
are confronting and dividing the professing Chris- 
tian Church to-day? The Continent, a Presbyterian 
journal that has stood consistently against belief in 
the integrity of the Bible, and has insisted that Chris- 
tians have a right to be agnostic or unbelieving on 
such “matters as the virgin birth of Christ, now de- 
clares that a Presbyterian in official position should 
not take sides on these questions, The moderator, it 
says, has a right to “his personal opinions” on such 
minor matters, “but during his tenure of office he 
should think of himself as representing the entire 
Church” and “ali elements in the Church.” This com- 
ment has been called out by the fact that Dr. Clarence 
Edward Macartney, the Northern Presbyterian Mod- 
erator, has not hesitated to speak in his official capacity 
in unqualified condemnation of the action of the First 
Presbyterian Church of New York in continuing to 
use Dr. Fosdick as a “casual preacher” after his re- 
fusal to subscribe to the Westminster or any other 
creed, and after the General Assembly’s official con- 
demnation of his preaching. Like all denominations 
-to-day, there are lawless and umbelieving “elements” 
in the Presbyterian fold: those who like Dr. Fosdick 
reject the authority of the Bible and decide for them- 
selves what parts of it are true. The Continent be- 
lieves that Dr. Macartney, as Moderator, should have 
respect for these “elements” in his denomination, and 
say nothing that takes sides against them and in favor 
of the Confession of his church and the full inspiration 


of the Bible. By the same principle, because among 
the citizens of the United States there are “elements” 
that stand for Bolshevism, anarchy, and other aunti- 
constitutional positions, should President Coolidge feel 
bound to say nothing against the destructive propa- 
ganda of the Reds, and instead impartially “represent 
the entire country”? President’ Coolidge has a sim- 
ple duty to take sides on such questions, and it is a 
blessing that he does not hesitate to do so. Our Lord 
enjoined the duty of taking sides. Of a church that 
would not, he said, “So then because thou art luke- 
warm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out 
of my mouth.” If these words seem harsh, let us re- 
member that they came from the Saviour, who longs 
to have men believe in him to the uttermost. 


4 
Never Better than Now 


In all time and eternity the Lord Jesus Christ 
will never be better than he is now. Nor has he ever 
at any moment in the past been better than now. He 
never has been, and he never will be, more power- 
ful than now, more loving than now, more gracious 
than now, more faithful than now. When we re- 
member that the meeting of all our needs is wholly 
in his hands, what could we. want more than we have 
at present in him? Suppose a poor man, involved in 
many financial needs, owing money on every side to 
pressing creditors, were told that just now a million- 
aire friend was P cox all his financial resources at 
his disposal, to draw upon this moment and continu- 
ously as long as he should live. The r man, real- 
izing his riches, would not waste any time asking any- 
body else for help, nor would he likely to worry 
about his financial situation. He would lift up his 
heart in unspeakable thanksgiving, and start meeting 
his creditors with a smile of peace, assurance, and 
Satisfaction. That is what the Lord Jesus Christ, our 
unsearchably rich Friend, asks us to do. He asks us 
to do it because he places himself and all his resources 
at our disposal. He wants us to count unreservedly 
upon him for every spiritual and every temporal need. 
And he will never be better able to meet all our needs 
than he is now. 


The Herald Angels 


as so captivated the mind and thrilled the im- 

agination as the song of the angels on the first 
Christmas morning. There is something so beautiful, 
something so fascinating in the story of those heavenly 
visitants proclaiming to earth-dwellers “glad tidings 
of great joy.” 

The whole incident is so striking and so thought- 
provoking because the message they brought is so- 
stupendous. 

The narrative delights the child and charms the 
adult. It is said that even Robert Ingersoll, the notori- 
ous infidel, could not prevent his own children from ob- 
serving Christmas in the proper way,—that they put 
aside his teaching, and ignored his ridicule, until finally 
he had to give way to them. So the Christmas tree 
adorned the infidel’s home, and the angels’ song echoed 
in the infidel’s ears. And it does so still, to-day. Thus 
it has come to pass that at Christmastide every one 
living in a Christian country is well-nigh compelled to 
think not only of the Lord Jesus Christ and his won- 
derful virgin-birth, but also of the holy angels who 
heralded his advent. 

We ought to think much about those inhabiters of 
heaven, the angelic host. Our Lord often referred 
to them and accepted their succor. He bids us think 
of them every time w¢ pray. “When ye pray,” said 
he, “say ‘Our Father .?. . Thy will be done ion earth 
as it is in Heaven”” Our Lord presupposes that 
every child of God will be a serving child. And when- 
ever we pray, he bids us lift up our hearts earnestly 
and hopefully and ask, “Help me to do thy will here, 
as the angels do it there.” How many thousand times 
have we offered up that prayer! But have we ever 
tried to conceive in our mind a clear and definite idea 
as to the way in which angels serve God? Have we 
ever sat down to study their service—as a painter 


Pre se ea no event in the history of the world 





sits before a picture of a great master to catch from 
it the inspiration that guided that master’s brush? If 
not, can our prayer be sincere? Can I endeavor to 
do God’s will as the angels do it if I never try to find 
out how the angels serve God? 

Such a discovery might well revolutionize our own 
work for the Master. May we not then well direct 
our gaze to the angelic hosts, our patterns in service? 
They are so important in the eyes of God that we 
find him spoken of two hundred and sixty times in the 
Bible as “the God of Hosts.” And this God is our 
God. How do those hosts of angels serve their God 
and ours? We are told that their service is: 

Constant service. “They serve him day and night” 
(Rev. 7:15). Like their God they neither slumber 
nor sleep. We can only serve him in our wakeful mo- 
ments, but we ought to serve him with all of these 
We have never conceived the idea of an angel going 
about his own business or pleasure and now and again 
“taking up a little’ bit of work for God’! 

If our “eyes were opened,” like those of Elisha’s 
servant at Dotham, and we saw an angel standing he- 
fore us, our first thought would be: “He has some 
message from God” — “He is on some errand for God.” 
Is this the way I serve God? Is my service a constant 
one? Do I realize that those people with whom God 
brings me in cotitact day by day, are sent so that I 
many influence them for gopd? I remember that 
God plans all things to work together for good? Have 
we come to that stage in the Christian’s growth when 
we recognize that no line can be drawn between secu- 
lar and sacred? 

Whatever work an angel does is sacred work. His 
meat —his very life—is to do the will of Him that 
sent him, 


There, then, is our pattern. Whatever our hands 
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touch should be spiritual work,—that is, work done 
for God. For all is holy that is done for Him. Then 
every moment of our lives becomes valuable. When 
done in the spirit of our Lord 


“The trivial round, the common task,” 


cease. to be either trivial or common. Life beeomes 
a great adventure for G 

God’s angels, it is true, are “spirits,” “flames of 
fire’ (Heb. 1:7). But they are “ministering spirits, 
sent forth to do service for the sake of them that shall 
inherit salvation” (Heb. 1:14). The Greek word im- 
plies that their service is that of one who runs through 
the dust — who does footman’s service for us who are 
heirs of glory! What a revelation to us of the nature 
of our work—service for others. And when we 
carry out our duties singing “Glory to God in the 
highest” we shall always find “Peace on earth,” peace 
in our hearts. 

Let our motto be that of Paul, “God, whose I am 
and whom I -serve” (Acts 27:23). Christ wants us 
not only for all time, but all the time. 


Unselfish Service. Angels always do those things 

that please God. hey are not always engaged in 
great and glorious tasks. There is nothing very heroic 
in preventing the foot being dashed against a stone 
(Psa. 91:12). Or does this also carry a spiritual 
meaning? It was said of Satan, a failen angel, that he 
should bruise man’s heel. Do the angels of light pre- 
vent this for us when they keep our feet from the 
“stone” ? 
* We find angels called upon to do unpleasant duties, 
and we may suppose that even angels have their likes 
and dislikes. The angels of heaven who had heralded 
Christ’s birth must have looked forward to welcom- 
ing him back to the abodes of’bliss. Yet on the resur- 
rection morning, when all the angelic host were tun- 
ing their harps for the first Easter anthem, we are 
told that one of their number was sent from the 
heavenly minstrelsy of: glory to’ roll away the stone 
from the empty tomb, and two of them sat in that 
tomb in order to give God’s message to his sorrowing 
servants.. They did not murmur or repine at missing 
the supreme joy in Heaven. Doubtless they counted 
themselves greatly honored in being selected from 
among that countless host to do God’s errand. We 
could not well imagine such a thing as a disappointed 
or a sulky angel! 

Again, may we not suppose that on the great day 
of Ascension the angelic hosts looked forward to 
singing the praises of their returning Lord? Yet 
when perhaps the glorious anthem rang out, “Lift u 
your heads, O ye gates, and the King of Glory shall 
come in,” we find two of the angels down on earth 
conveying God’s message to the wondering watchers. 

No, angels are not always speeding their way on 
great and glorious tasks. But they deem nothing “little” 
which God gives them to do. Nothing ‘is tedious, or 
hb ng or unpleasant, or unwelcome to them if God 
bids it. 

Is this the way we serve our Lord? 


Gladsome Service. We are apt to think that the 
angels are always singing. Yet the Bible never once 
speaks of angels singing. Even on that first Christ- 
mas morning the angel “said,” and the multitude of 
the heavenly host were praising God and “saying.” 
But most of us are convinced that they sang their 
praises. The cadence of an angel’s voice is such that 
his “saying” is always melody. 

At the dawning of. this world’s “day,” when “the 
morning stars sang together,” we feel sure the sons 
of God sang for joy (Job 38:7). Their “shout” must 
have been a great swelling song. So at the dawning 
of the “day” of redemption, that first Christmas day, 
we may well believe’ the angels sang for joy. And 
at the dawning of: the “day” of glory all the redeemed 
will join the angelic host in singing praises to our 
God. We, with them, shall sing, “Blessing, and honor 
and glory and power be unto him that sitteth upon 
the evens, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever (Rev. 
§2.13). 


Heaven is the abode of joy, and the angels are ever 


joyous. We cannot image such a thing as a miserable 
or despondent angel. hey know too much of God 
and see too much of his glory to be cast down. 

We, too, are called upon to serve God always with 
a gladsome mind.. Our Lord has done more for us 
than for angels. We shall never serve as angels until 
we learn to serve with a rejoicing spirit. 


Looking unto Jesus. The angels “do his command- 
ments hearkening unto the voice of his words” (Psa. 
103: 20). The result is that an angel never yet went off 
to do some work because he thought it was work God 
would like him to do. They always know the will of 
God because their eyes are ever looking unto him and 
their ears are ever open to his words. They keep the 
commandments — the sayings —of the “book” (Rev. 
22:9). And wé must b€ men of the Book, students 
of the Bible, if we are to know God’s will. For 
how can we do his will as the angels do it in Heaven 
if we are ignorant of what his will is? 

Absolute consecration is to know God’s will and to 
be willing to do it at all costs. 

The angels “see Jesus.” There is the secret of 
their service. Ina wonderful passage of Scripture, 
in which Pauli speaks about the mystery of godliness, 
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he points out that God was manifest in the flesh, and 
“seen of angels’ (1 Tim. 3:16). Chrysostom says 
that before his incarnation Christ was not visible to 
the angels. It may be so. But they saw him at his 
birth, and they see him now in his glorified body. 
And only through Christ can we see God. No man 
hath seen God at any time, the only begotten which 
is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared him 
(John 1:18). 

Gabriel might stand in the temple courts conversing 
with Zacharias. But he was always conscious of stand- 
ing “in the presence of God” (Luke 1: 19). 

The guardian angels of our little ones may walk our 
streets and courts as they carry out their duties, but 
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their eyes are always beholding the face of the 
Heavenly Father (Matt. 18:10). 

And so it must be with us. We can run the race 
set before us only when we are “looking unto Jesus.” 
Our sérvice can never be Constant, Unselfish, and 
Gladsome unless we “live looking.” “His servants 
shall serve him, and they shall see his face, and his 
name [character] shall be in their foreheads” (Rev. 
22:3, 4). Those words are spoken of Heaven. But 
they may be true here on earth, by faith. 

When we “see Jesus” we shall be pure in heart, and 
we shall share his character and his glory, and then 
—and only then —can we truly serve him, by reveal- 
ing him to mankind as the Saviour. 





General Feng’s Resignation 


A letter from an experienced missionary in China, 
ust received by the Editor of The Sunday Schoo! 
imes, throws valuable light on the recent action of 
China’s Christian General, Feng Yu-hsiang, and well 
expresses the view of Christian missionaries, who have 
every confidence in him. This missionary writes: 


Of course, as you will guess, our Shanghai papers 
have been full of Feng Yu-hsiang for some time. He 
has been extravagantly praised and then has been called 
hypocrite, traitor, and almost every other bad thing 
people could think of. The enclosed clipping is one of 
the most just and interesting. Most Christians, both 
foreign and native, as far as I know, believe that he 
was selected and trained by God to do a wonderful work 
for the Chinese, in answer to the many prayzss for this 
poor country. 

He is being severely blamed for turning the royal 
family out and cutting down the money given them. It 
seems to me that these wretched parasites have been 
pampered entirely too long. If Feng can use the build- 
ings and the money to help pay China’s big debts and 
feed the hungry people, it will be fine. While millions 
of children are starving and other millions growing up 
in ignorance and vice and China is constantly begging 
foreigners to send help, they have no right to give to 
these rich, idle people. 


From a Shanghai newspaper this missionary sends 
a news article issuing from Peking November 6, and 
reading in part as follows: 


Dr. C. T. Wang received thirty pressmen this morn- 
ing and made the ‘following statement: 

“By returning to Peking in the early hours of Oc- 
tober 23 with his men General Feng Yu-hsiang took 
the highest responsibility one could possibly assume 
towards his country in general and his immediate duties 
in particular. That it .was an extraordinary measure 
need not be denied. Steps taken to prevent his armies 
from confronting sure and ignominious destruction, due 
to the lack of proper provision for food and supplies of 
all kinds must appropriately be left to the ample treat- 
ment of history. The facts cannot be distorted, but 
will always remaitr indelible. 

“One cannot help expressing sympathy for Marshal 
Wu Pei-fu on account of his personal character, but 
his policy of unifying the country by forceful means 
never commended itself to the good judgment of the 
people. 

“In obedience to the dictates of our conscience, we 
have driven out of office a handful of corrupt persons. 
Following the procedure prescribed by the Censtitution, 
we have organized a new administration, for the pur- 
pose of continuing to perform the duties of Govern- 
ment, pending the readjustment of natione! and pro- 
vincial affairs, with the advice and consent of the duly 
selected representatives of the people. In pursuing 
such a course we only secured and safeguarded certain 
inalienable rights of man. 

“No one will gainsay the fact that this country has: 
been badly misgoverned. Although China is one of the 
richest countries on earth in natural resources, the 
Government has been made insolvent for years by un- 
scrupulous officials. It is also one of the oldest coun- 
tries in ancient culture and civilization, yet military 
Mandarin cliques for the past few years have done 
nothing but engineer private feuds, in order to promote 
their personal interests. The most elementary duties 
of public servants have been neglected by these men. 
Educational institutions have been crippled owing to 
lack of funds, while money has been diverted to cre- 
ate their personal armies. With small Government sub- 
sidies, industries could have been stimulated, and 
worthy schemes of national welfare achieved, but pub- 
lic revenues have been used to carry on the nefarious 
intrigues of the militarists, while civil servants in Pe- 
king have not been paid their salaries for periods of 
from three to thirty months, and the payments on for- 
eign obligations have been repeatedly defaulted. 

“Tens of thousands of people have been either killed 
or maimed every year in useless civil wars, while mil- 
lions are suffering from hunget and all sorts of pri- 
vations. Internal and international trade and com- 
merce have been brought to a standstill. Foreign re- 
lations have been conducted with childish cleverness 
and gross negligence. What would the people of other 
nations do if placed in similar circumstances? Would 
they endure such intolerable conditions longer than we 
have done? 

“There must be a limit to the endurance and tolera- 
tion of any pecple.” ~ 


Philadelphia Public Ledger of November 27 reported 
General Feng’s formal announcement of his retire- 
ment from politics: 


The time for militaristic domination in China is past, 
and civil leaders must rule henceforth to bring order 
out of the present troubled situation, said Feng Yu- 
hsiang, the “Christian general,” in a statement to-day 
formally announcing his retirement from Chinese poli- 
tics and his early departure for the United States. 

Feng desired his action to be an example to others, 
especialy Wu Pei-fu, who, he said, should smother his 
personal ambitions for the good of the nation, 


And a cable from Peking in the Public Ledger of 
December 3 announces: 


Chang Tso-Lin, war lord of Manchuria, left for Muk- 
.den early to-day. It is understood his troops will fol- 
low within a few days. 

In a speech Sunday night at a meeting which had 
assembled to thank him for contributing large quan- 
tities of Manchurian grain to famine sufferers, Chang 
said: \ 

“Peking politics is too much for me. There are too 
many political parties in Peking, so I am going back 
to Mukden and prepare to welcome immigrants from 
China to Manchuria. All I want to do is put my lim- 
ited strength into building up a strong nation. 

“T have done nothing for which you can congratulate 
me and have achieved nothing but participation in an 
aimless war.” 

Feng Yu-hsiang, the “Christian general,” expects to 
depart for the United States soon. There are indica- 
tions pointing to an agreement with Chang since Feng 
had announced he considered his departure should set _ 
an example to the other military leaders, who should 
‘withdraw, leaving the restoration work to. the civil 
chiefs. ; 


The sifuation is a continued call to prayer, for 
China’s new government, for all Christians in that 
troubled land, and for General Feng and his thou- 
sands of officers.and enlisted men who are true Chris- 
tians, that’ God may continue to guide and use them 
to the uttermost of His will. 


cum “=x 
Are the Gospels True? 


The question, “Are the Gospels true?” is not asked 
here because The Sunday School Times has any doubt 
as to the answer. Evangelical Christians rejoice in the 
God-given knowledge that the Gospels are true because 
God is true, and they are his Word and words. But 
many college students and theological seminary stu- 
dents are being trained to-day to believe that the Gos- 
pels are not true A reader in the Middle West writes 
to The Sunday School Times: 


This past week Professor , really the head of 
the theological seminary here (of College), said 
in chapel before seventeen hundred students, in sub- 
stance: 

“It is best to read the Gospels chiefly, but you do 
not need to believe all you read, nor anything that does 
not appeal to your reason. The chief thing is the spirit 
of Jesus.” 

Is it strange that The Sunday School Times is not 
wanted in such an atmosphere? 

This professor said also: “Most of the New Testa- 
ment is not good reading for the modern mind. It was 
written in a time of belief in Heaven and hell and other 
ancient thought.”—An Ohio Reader. 








The “modern mind” is simply the mind of the 
natural man, which has not changed since Adam’s fall. 
That mind, whether modern or ancient, “is enmity 
against God, for it is not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be” -(Rom. 8:7). It actually as- 


sumes the, power and intelligence to pass upon the . 
Word of God and decide whether it is true, and that 


parts of it are intrue, Ry iia 
Only that Heaven-sent, Holy Spirit revival in the 
body of Christ for which multitudes are praying can 
bring the needed conviction of sin and the opening of 
blinded eyes, and turn multitudes of college students, 
seminary students and professors, and unsaved minis- 
ters, to Christ as Saviour and Lord. When the Living 
Word is reigning in a human heart, the mind recog- 
nizes and welcomes the written Word as God’s own 


Meantime a cabled despatch, from Peking in the truth. 
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_ What the Times’ Lesson Helps Are Doing for You 








? 


Book for yourself, and how to get your class interested in Bible study. 


They point to the shed blood of the Lamb of God as the only way of 
salvation, to Christ himself as the only Saviour. 


They are answers to prayer; these lesson writers and the Times’ office staff 


Tt HEY are not crutches, but incentives. They show you how to study the 


a boys’ class that she teaches she writes: “It is a joy to see the real interest they 
show in the deep, sweet truths of redemption, which I have tried to point out to 
them in the covenants, the types, the sacrifices, and prophecies. I keep a roll of 
the class with my prayer lists, and pray daily that they may be saved.” This 
experienced teacher, Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton of Clinton, S. C., commences in the 
next issue a fresh, spiritual help “For Primary Teachers” every week on the 


denies or questions the Word of God. 


societies in her own church, and has for years tau 


are continually praying that God will guide, illumine, and bless this ministry. 
They build up faith in the old Book; nothing is ever published here that 


And remember — Graham Scroggie commences next week his new and 
eagerly awaited lesson article, the richest, most comprehensive single lesson 
feature The Sunday School Times has ever been privileged to offer. 


Another new lesson feature commences next week. A Christian mother . 
who has taught children in the public schools, has had charge of the children’s 
ght both children and mothers 
in the Sunday-school, has been troubled by the frequent lack of emphasis, in 
Sunday-school lesson helps, on the Atonement, the New Birth, and other deep 
4g and precious truths that children eagerly receive when given an opportunity. Of 


And These Vital Articles 


Uniform Lessons. 


The new Questions and Answers on the Lessons, written by half a dozen 
different Bible teachers, have scored a bull’s eye! 


Enthusiastic readers are 


writing their unbounded appreciation. 


chusetts. ) 


“Never saw their equal for n , ; 
will continue this. Gets such a definite grip on the subject.” 

“We are using them for our breakfast table Sunday-school lesson talks, and 
find them so helpful I am cutting them out and pasting them in a book. They 
remind me of a Bible study course.” (New York.) 

“It is just what I need in teaching our men’s Bible class. “We have here in 
superb shape splendid subjects for discussion, 
man, and to me it will be the best single feature of your publication.” 


rovoking thought and research. I do hope you 
(Alberta. ) 


It will prove a boon for the busy 
(Massa- 


Are Soon to be Published 














Sir William 2. Ramsay 
Describes Antioch in Pisidia 
No living archeologist knows Asia Minor of. the 
New Testament as does Professor Ramsay of Edin- 
burgh, knighted for his scientific researches in Bible 
lands. _He and Lady Ramsay have done epoch- 
making work on the site of Pisidian Antioch, and 
this year he revisited_this scene of Paul’s greatest 
issionmary labors. For readers of The Sunday 
ool Times, as a sidelight\on the lessons of 1925 
in the Acts and the Epistles, Sir William describes 
the streets and local color of ancient Aritioch as 
he might New York, and gives a vivid picture of 
the synagogue in which Paul preached. 


Spiritism and the 
Red Swastika Society in China 


The Chinese are now using a sort of giant plan- 
chette to receive communications from the ‘spirit 
world.. The “Devil’s Revival” of Spiritism since 
the Great War is getting a strangle-hold on the 
Land of Sinim. Connected with this is the “Red 
Swastika Society,” evidently in imitation of the 
Red Cross. And this Spiritism movement is trying 
to bring together all religions, including Chris- 
tianity! Even professing Christian missionaries 
* are deceived by it. A discerning study of this 

startling movement has been written for Times 

readers by a, clear-visioned missionary in Kiangsu. 

a od 


. Prophecy-Fulfilling Jews 
: Report to the League of Nations 


In October the World Zionist. Organization sub- 
mitted its first report to the Secretary-General 
of the League of Nations. Read in the light of 
Bible Prophecy it is an amazing document, and will 
be discussed and analyzed for The Sunday School 
Times by Thomas M. Chalmers, whose regular 
department in these columns, “The Jew and the 
Newspaper,” is a_unique feature of, religious jour- 
nalism. Many Christians have not realized that 
there are 600,000 Zionists to-day in all parts of the 
world. The 100,000 acres of land in Palestine in 
Jewish possession at the close of the war has now 
almost doubled. The Times keeps you posted on 
this thrilling theme of fulfilment of prophecy. 


A Modernist’s ‘‘Difficulties ”” 
with the Bible : 


Last year a well-known Modernist minister, Dr. 
Robert Freeman of Pasadena, preached a sermon 
frankly rejecting the Bible as an infallible au- 
thority. Addressing himself to young people, he 
took up various “difficulties” in. the way of an in- 
fallible Book. A California reader has been 
troubled by this insidious attack upon the Word 
of God, and has aSked The Sunday School Times 





to discuss it. Dr. James M. Gray, President of 
the Moody Bible Institute of Chicago, will analyze 
Dr. Freeman’s sermon for, Times readers and show 
how wunsubstantial are the “difficulties.’ 


Revolutionizing an American 
County-by Bible Memorizing 


It’s a county in Minnesota where thirty thousand 

ple were outside the reach of any Christian in- 
uence, from ten to fifty miles from a religious serv- 
ice. An American Sunday School Union mission- 
ary could not sleep nights, he was so burdened for 
them. .There were many Bolshevists there, too, 
lawless, lazy, arrogant, poisonous. Then this mis- 
sionaty n getting the children to memorize 
Scripture verses printed on little cards. Little hooks 
and other rewards were given, and Gospels of John 
were distributed. 

_God’s. Word did not return’ unto Him void. An an- 

nual ‘outing of several days, given as a reward to 
any boy or girl committing and reciting five hundred 
verses, was attended last summer by about one hun- 
dred children. One girl of eight has committed 887 
verses. The first year, 8,000 verses were memo- 
rized and-recited. Last year 60,000 verses were mem- 
orized. A girl of eleven, who has learned her five 
hundred verses, received Christ as Sayivur, began 
winning her brothers and sisters to Christ, got 
school children interested in Bible memorizing, and 
when the missionary visited them he found seven- 
teen ready to accept Christ as their Saviour. 
This thrilling story of supernatural work by the 
Word pf God has been written for. The Sunday 
School “Times by Dr. James McConaughy, Editor 
of the American Sunday School Union. 


A Scientist Exposes the 
_ Mistakes of the Bible Critics 


A. generation ago Sir John William Dawson, the 
celebrated Canadian geologist, dared to break with 
his scientific colleagues by “declining to admit the 
descent or evolution of man from brute ances- 
tors.” 
Dawson, M.A., D.Sc., is standing 
staunchly for the supernatural authority of the 
Bible, and has written for The Sunday School 
Times a trenchant study of “The Scriptures and 
the Mistakes of the Critics.” Dr. Dawson’s in- 
valuable paper shows how unimpeachable scientific 
testimony has over and over again thrown the 
imposing edifices of the critics to the ground. 


She Was Healed by 


Christian Science, but— 


“IT am a college woman. I was_a member of. an 
orthodox church from early girfhood, but after 
a long illness, when apparently on the point 
of death, I was remarkably healed by Christian 
Science. Later I became a member of the Chris- 


To-day his Ganges. son, W. Bell - 


‘ 


tian Science Church, had class instruction, and held 
important offices in that church for some years, 
Finally, however, careful Bible study led me to see 
wherein Christian Science contradicted the Bible 
and could not therefore be true, and the whole 
delusion was revealed to me.” 


Would you like this Christian woman to tell you 
her own story? She has written it out for readers 
of The Sunday School Times. 


This new testimony on Christian Science is free 
from the sarcasm and the prevalent misunderstand- 
ings of Christian Science so often found in writ- 
ings directed against it. It is one of the most re- 
markable contributions of our day to a clear under- 
standing of this Satanic masterpiece of false relig- 
4om. If you have friends who are ensnared, you will 
not want them to miss this series, 


Why Those Stratort-Potter 
Debates Were Held 


A Unitarian minister of New York City, Dr. 
Charles Francis Potter, challenged the well-known 
Baptist pastor of New York, Dr. John Roach 
Straton, to a series of public debates on the funda- 
mental truths of the Christian faith. Dr. Straton 
accepted the challenge, and the debates were held, 
last winter and spring, before thousands. 


Dr. Straton will now tell Sunday School Times 
readers “Why I Debated with a Modernist.” » He 
gives the intimate, inside story of the wholé matter, 
telling frankly why he believed he ought to accept 
the challenge, and why he is glad he did. This per- 
sonal. narrative discloses some surprising and reas- 
suring results, in which many will rejoice. 


And These, of Course, 


Will Go Right on 


Intelligent students of the Bible have long since re- 
alized that, if they would keep posted on the latest 
news of archeology’s researches in Bible lands, they 
must have Dr. Melvin Grove Kyle’s brilliant arti- 
cles in his regular department in the Times. — That 
practical Sunday-school man Louis J. Entzminger, 
called the greatest Sunday-school organizer of to- 
day, continues his series on “The Sunday School 
Transformed.” — Letters pour in from all over the 
country, almost swamping “Mother Ruth” in her 
unique spiritual ministry of counselling young girls 
in their daily problems.— That greatest news fea- 
ture of current religious journalism, Ernest Gor- 
don’s every-month Survey -of Religious Life and 
Thought, keeps one in touch with the latest events 
of na. both true and false, the world around. — 
Heart-hungry Christians who long for a deeper 
spiritual life, will continue to find searching’ mes- 
sages on the “Victorious Life.’— The Times’ “Mis- 
sionary Watch Tower,” Mrs. Norton’s thrilling 
stories of the Belgian Gospel Mission, and other 
features making up literally volumes of invaluable 
reading matter, will make 1925 memorable. . 











To Individual Subscribers.—Have you realized how readily 
a club of subscribers can be secured in your Sunday-school 
or neighborhood—thus saving your friends and yourself 
one-fourth of the single subscription rate? Thousands of 
individual subscribers have done this. If there is no club 
in your schgg neighborhood, why not start one? Free 
speci re yours for the asking, and copies of the 
The club rates are on page 783. 
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To Club Organizers.—To a large number of club or- 
ganizers whose r€newal dates are near we are sending 
specimen copies of this issue for distribution, as a help in 
enlarging the club. To the many other club organizers 
who would like to add at this time to their clubs, free 
specimen copies of this important announcement issue will 
be sent upon request. Additions to a club may be made at 
any time, at the rate of 3 cents a week to the end of the 
present club subscription. 


To All Others.—Why not tell your friends about The Sun- 
day School Times by distributing a few specimen copies 
among them? If there is a club in your school, the club 
organizer will be glad to have you join it. Or, they might 
be very glad to start a club in their own school. We will 
gladly mail a number of specimen copies to you for this 
purpose, or directly to the addresses of any friends whose 
names you send us, 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


This department appears in the first issue of each month 








ject of much discussion since its discovery in 
1910. Dr. Eisen, who has devoted years to 

study of it, is convinced that it was made before. the 
year A. D. 100, and by an artist who had known both 
Christ and the apostles; that two portraits of Christ 
are chiseled upon it, together with portraits of Peter, 
John, and Paul; and that the inside cup is the Holy 
Grail which our Lord used at the Last Supper. Cer- 
tainly this cup must have been of high sanctity to in- 
cite the making of so magnificent a container. 

Professor Newbold, of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania, gives reasons ‘for believing that this chise ed 
shrine dates from about A. D. 50. Its workmanship is 
of the Early Imperial period, a time of great technical 
skill in portraiture which did not characterize later 
dates. The symbolism is interpreted by this student as 
coinciding with Antiochan theology and the historical 
situation of that date. It seems to commemorate the 
union of Jewish and Gentile churches at the Council 
of Antioch. A fact of surpassing interest is that 
the figures in each group hold their right arms ex- 
vended toward the figure of Christ in the center, a 
gesture of adoration which the Greeks and Romans 
invariably made when passing a temple or shrine. 
This gesture was never used to signify respect for a 
human being but for a god alpne. In other words, we 
have here, it is alleged, within twenty-five years of 
Christ’s resurrection, ocular proof of the belief in his 
divinity. s . 

The cup itself is of the shape and size of the time 
of Christ, one of the same type being represented 
among the spoils from Jerusalem upon the arch of 
Titus. It is believed by many that the Last Supper 
was eaten at the house of Mary the mother of Mark. 
Mary’s house was the refuge of Peter at the time 
of persecution. For this reason, possibly, Mark was 
obliged to remove to Antioch (Acts 12: 25). Did 
his mother go with him bearing to the Syrian metrop- 
olis the ‘precious cup from which the Lord last drank 
of the fruit of the vine? Was this original commun- 
ion cup, symbol of the church’s unity, enshrined in its 
lovely holder as a memoriale of the newly achieved 
union of the Jewish church of Jerusalem with the 
‘Gentile church of Antioch in a new body for which 
the name Christian was coined in Antioch? Profes- 
sor Newbold seems to think so. 


Baron Nicolay, the leader of the Christian Student 
Movement in Russia, after his conversion went 
through much humiliation for Christ’s sake. Aristo- 
crat though he was he engaged in the most unpreten- 
tious colportage work. e would go aboard Russian 
warships to sell New Testaments to the sailors. When 
the officers were unaware of his station, his reception 
was apt to be chilling, and when he was recognized, 
effusive, so that it was a temptation to reveal him- 
self as man of the world and not as missionary. He 
had all sorts of common interests with the officers,— so- 
cial, political, and beyond all, nautical, fer in early 
life he had been an impassioned yachtsman. But he 
refrained from conversation on these themes and stuck 
doggedly to his chosen mission as purveyor of God’s 
N ord. 

His health was, during his whole life, precarious, 
and to visit-in the foul'and overcrowded Russian pris- 
ons was a cross to body and soul. “Dead tired,” was 
the usual entry in his diary after coming out of them, 
and yet strange to say he could often write, “I feel 
so refreshed after a prison tour just as if I was in- 
haling deep breaths of fresh air, and am full of grati- 
tude to God for the great privilege granted me.” 

“You must bleed to bless,” was one of his sayings. 
When John R. Mott came to Russia to organize Chris- 
tian work among Russian students Baron Nicolay 
looked about the initial conference to see who might 
be a possible leader in the project. Not a single per- 
son appeared suitable. Then the dread question came 
to him whether it was not himself. whom God was 
calling to this new work. “Too old, too weak, too 
nervous, too far removed from the students,” was his 
estimate of his qualifications, or rather disqualifica- 
tions. Yet out of the bleeding of pride and a natural 
desire for ease came great blessing to thousands. 


Petkoff of Bulgaria.—‘“God -is plowing Russia for 
the seed-sowing,” was Baron Nicolay’s prophecy con- 
cerning Russia’s dark and bitter experiences of the 
past decade. Miss Rouse in her Introduction to his 
memoir (“Baron Paul Nicolay, A Biography,” by G. 
Langenskjold. George H. Doran Co., New Vork, $1.60, 
net) reports that the Russian Student Movement is 
stronger than.ever in spite of prison, famine, and 
sword. Almost all the religious leaders in the Rus- 
sian colonies outside of Russia, are men and women 
whose spiritual life was touched by Nicolay. “In 
Bulgaria, in Prague, in the Baltic states, they are 
passing on what he taught them in word and life.” 


Ti great chalice of Antioch has been the sub- 


From a German source I find confirmation of this 


statement, Bulgaria has a God-inspired evangelist 


named Petkoff, who is preaching the pure Gospel in 


the state churches of his country. He was originally - 


a poor peasant boy, who later appeared as an attend- 
ant in a church in Sofia. Finding a Testament in a 
second-hand book shop he: was stirred to seek Chris- 
tian training, and in one or another way secured this 
in the best schools of Bulgaria and Russia. But his 
deepest spiritual impulses came from his acquaintance 
with Baron Nicolay in St. Petersburg. 

Petkoff is now thirty-two years old. The Bulgarian 
authorities have offered him a bishopric, but he prefers 
to remain an evangelist. Sunday-schools, congregational 
singing, Bible study, Gospel preaching are the things 
he is promoting above all. 


Samuel Johnson, a Unitarian minister of the last 
century, and his writings are long since forgotten, but 
the editors of the Century Company’s hymnal, 
“Hymns for the Living Age,” are attempting to tune 
our lips to his religious poetry. Johnson was asso- 
ciated with Samuel Longfellow (whose hymns out- 
number all other writers in this collection) in the edit- 
ing of a book for Unitarian churches entitled ““Hymns 
of the Spirit.” Both these editors were radicals of 

a 





In the Beginning Was 
the Word 


Professor Hilbert of Rostock warns the 
Church of Germany against putting philan- 
thropy before preaching. “Even in the 
Church of Christ sounds the cry ‘In the 
beginning was the deed. Practical Chris- 
tianity, deeds of love,—with these we win. 
souls, not through the word.’ No one 

‘among us denies that the community of 
Jesus must always be a community of love. 
But it is a mistake to see in what we do the 
decisive power. Has*the mighty Samaritan 
work of the Inner Mission prevented the 
great apostasy? We take our stand with 
Luther. The Word must do it. We do 
not share the skepticism of those who think 
that the preaching of the Gospel has no 
further important value. The Word breaks 
down and builds up, it kills and makes alive 
again. The Word must do it.” 
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the Theodore Parker type. -About the time that John- 
son was giving vent to his disapprobation of Chris- 
tian missions he decided that there were at least sixty 


hymns in his collection which he could not conscien- 


tiously use. These were (as Joseph May, Longfel- 
low’s biographer explains) “such as attributed a pe- 
culiar quality and special authority to Christianity and 
recognized a supernatural element in the personality 
of Jesus.” Of such the collection was thoroughly 
winnowed, to the sacrifice of many hymns in form 
among the most beautiful. Even the exquisite “Christ 
to the young man said,” of H. W. Longfellow, was 
scrupulously excluded by Samuel Johnson and Sam- 
uel ngfellow, these stars of magnitude in the Cen- 
tury Company’s new modernist hymnal. 


A Modern Appreciation of the Mosaic Law.— 
Comparative religionists think to find in the laws of 
Moses little more than tabous, totemism, and other 
forms of primitive superstition. They do not explain 
why the taboos of Africa and Polynesia have left a 
degraded and often exhausted folk while the Jews in 
spite-of all the hygienic handicaps of centuries of 
Ghetto life remain sound and virile above other - 
ples. Thus under the Lloyd-George Insurance Sys- 
tem the Prudential pays out three and one-half times 
the amount of sick-benefit insurance that the Jewish 
Fraternal orders do in the East. End of London, and 
the East End of London is no health resort. Why is 
it that the death rate of Jews within the Russian 
pale is but half that of Orthodox Russia? 

Mr. Zangwill sees in Judaism under Mosaic tutelage 
an eugenic experiment of the first importance and 
declares that scientific men are awakening to its im- 

rtance. “The secret of Jewish longevity, of Jewish 
immunity from certain diseases is,” he tells us, “at 








last being sought. One of. the greatest practical au- 
thorities on medicine, Sir James Ecntlie, is reported as 
testifying that we have never offset one single law 
of Moses in regard to hygiene, sanitation, or med- 
ical science; that all that the scientists to-day with 
their microscopes and text-books have done is to prove 
that the ancient law-giver was right and that we have 
been trying hitherto to cure disease instead of pre- 
venting it.as Moses did. To the same effect is a work 
entitled “Moses the Founder of Preventives Medicine,” 
by Captain-Percival Wood, a doctor returned from 
fighting disease at the Front, where he discovered the 
hygienic value of the Mosaic Code.” 


_ “Seek First.”—An Italian publicist, Benelli, writ- 
ing in the Giornale d’Italia, puts his finger on the weak 


pomt in much current discussion. It is the mode in~ 


some circles to depreciate “saving one’s own soul.” 
Personal religion among such is considered very un- 
imposing and “social-Christianity” is all the vogue. 
That may “get by” in a society which has inherited 
much personal religion, or at least the effects of per- 
sonal religion, from the immediate past. But where 
this accumulation cannot be drawn on, “social” religion 
does not get very far. Benelli thinks of his own land 
as so thoroughly wanting in this fertilizing thing that 
he cries out after describing the social and spiritual 
plagues infecting Italy, 

“It is the bad life in certain Italians now practically 
an instinct which follows the fact that we in Italy have 
never had a real spiritual education. The holy light of 
individual morality, the only human force which brings 
men to good things, the only source of true joy, is 
darkened by superstition.” 

_ A. pretty illustration of the reaction of personal fe- 
ligion upon social activity comes from Mexico. There 
is in the city of Tzompantepec an old town bridge 
which has been used since the days of Cortes without 
much repair. Lately it has been rebuilt. The author- 
ities decided that all citizens should work-at the task 
on Sundays. Whereupon the Protestant citizens pro- 
posed (though they were few in number) to build a 


full half of :the structure providing only they should : 


be allowed to do their work on week-days. 

What was the result? The Sunday builders made 
of the occasion a time of festivity as well as of work, 
and, bringing skins of pulque, mixed bridge-building 
with carousing. ‘Consequently their shabby work com- 
pares unfavorably indeed with 
— of those ‘who remember that the Lord blessed 

e Sabbath and hallowed it. So in the Tzompantepec 
ae now a serme@n in stone for all who pass over 
it. 


A Christian Social Worker.—The rural secretary 
of the Y. M. C. A. in Hindustan is Mr. Daniel Swami- 
dass. After infinite struggles to obtain education 


Swamidass was offered a well-paid government post. - 


Rushing home to his mother he described the cozy 
home and comfortable living which the coming ‘three 
hundred rupees monthly meant, and was astonished 
when the saintly woman, laying her hands on his 
head, broke out: eo ao 

“If you accept that post, my son, you will break my 
heart: When you were born I named you Swamidass, 
the Servant of God, and dedicated you to his service. 
I want you to live in the little villages and to raise 
your people, giving them the message of hope.” 

So he has been working for many years organizing 
co-operative societies, instituting sound educational in- 
stitutions, and otherwisé laboring to help the poor, 
spending nights as well as days in this service and 
quietly. affirming that “if he had twenty lives all 
should be so spent.” 


Again the Reaction of the New Heart Upon Life. 
—In one of Swamidass’ villages was a drunken pariah 
named Abraham, whose vice had mortgaged his home 
-and clothed his children in rags. In his hopelessness 
he turned to Swamidass, “friend of the poor.” Look- 
ing him over Swamidass told him witheut mincing that 
rupees would do him no good. They would but go for 
drink. Christ alone could help him. So in the middle 
of a dusty road they knelt, and Abraham gave his 
heart to crying: ~ .\ 

“O Christ, Master, I acknowledge thee Lord. Give 
me power to’ overcome this evil.” 

Result, —a twice-born soul, aalost patron of the 
drink shop, a new patron of Swamidass’ co-operative 
bank. He and his family became successful cotton 
cultivators. His former drinking companions tried to 
trip him, to draw him back into the old way. With- 
out avail! Then they turned on him, and in the night 
time, just before his cotton was to be shipped, stole. it. 
When he cried for mercy they cut off the fingers: of 
one hand with an axe-blow. — 

With a cry of pain Abraham ran t Mage 
Y. M. C. A. and got his hand bandage ; 
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Lesson for December 28 
Review 


nant villagers quickly gathered money for a lawyer to 
recover the property, but Abraham would have nothing 
of it. “When I became a follower of Christ I vowed 
I would do as he did. The nails were driven into 
his hands. He did not cry to God for the punish- 
ment of his persecutors, but for their forgiveness.” 
-The marauders sold.the cotton, but began to have 
qualms. The police would soon be after them. Then 
they learned that Abraham was praying for them and 
. would not prosecute. So after a month’s waiting they 
brought back the money beseeching forgiveness. 


The Church has since 1914 received so much un- 
reasonable criticism that it comes almost as a surprise 
to-read words of appreciation from one “gre * out- 
side its active life. The State President of Baden 
took occasion on the seventy-fifth anniversary of the 
Inner Mission in that German state to thank the great 
organization of Christian men and women “for their 
true and devoted work in the field of Christian charity. 
I cannot recount all their activities, the education and 
instruction of children, the creation of day nurseries 
and kindergartens and orphanages, the moral protec- 
tion of young people, the rescue of the lost, the care 
of the weak and the sick,—for this extensive activ- 
ity the state is under especial obligation to you. For 
with this work you relieve it of a great part of its 


work and fulfil it in most cases better than it would ~ 


be possible for the state to do. There is something 
cold and rationalist in the action of the state. The 
enlightening and warming flame of love is required 
in addition. 

“Is not this Christianity’s great opportunity? Suf- 
fering humanity wants not poem, manifestoes, ap- 
peals. There are plenty of these. It longs for ex- 
ample, humble and self-sacrificing service. The hearts 
of millions are torn. The old ideals lie broken on the 
ground. Let us fill again the ——, and despairing 
with the spirit of true Christianity. From the spring 
of a joyous belief in the crucified Christ must the 
stream of concrete spiritual and bodily sympathy gush 
forth over the world.” 


Another tribute, this time from a Japanese Bud- 
dhist of the Nichiren sect, Dr. Suna, appears in the 
Deutsch-Japanischen Revue. “One cannot but be as- 
tonished at the wonderful progress of the Christian 
faith in Japan and must come to the conclusion that 
our historical Japanese faiths have in no way dammed 
its progress. ... It has become a leading social force 
among the people. Thousands of erring women and 
prisoners have been saved. Hospitals and Sunday- 
schools have grown up. Humanity and pity towards 
men, until its advent nearly unknown conceptions (what 
a confession for a Buddhist to make!), are offered 
to those in need. I can well summarize the results of 
Christianity in Japan by saying, ‘It is not only on our 
lips, but in our hearts. Mercy and sympathy, together 
with a higher valuation of life, are now character- 
istic marks of Japanese life.” 


The Mission of Colored American Congregation- 
alists at Galangue in Angola, West Africa, is flour- 
ishing under the able leadexship of Mr. McDowell. In 
the five years since its beginning he has led the native 
Christians in the construction of twenty-three build- 
ings, only $1,750 having been appropriated from the 
United States for this purpose. The colored Congre- 
gationalists in America are supporting it with enthu- 
siasm, raising some $5,000 annually for current ex- 
penses and planning a building fund of $25,000 beside 
the purchase of an automobile for mission purposes. 
This common enthusiasm has bound together churches 
at home which before were isolated, self-centered, and 
without vision. 


Mr. Hanz Herzl, the only son of Dr. Theodor 
Herzl, has not, as was first reported, become a Ro- 
man Catholic. On the twentieth of July he was bap- 
tized and received into the Baptist Church of Vienna. 
This implies apparently a heart conversion for this 
church is too humble to attract any of merely worldly 
inclinations. Mr. Herzl’s father was in his day the 
editor of the great Viennese liberal daily, the Neue 
Freie Presse, a man of extraordinary culture and 
extraordinary ability, in touch with all the inner move- 
ments of Continental politics. He was the father of 
Zionism, “the Moses of the new Exodus,” and founder 
with Dr. Nordau of the Basel congresses. His pre- 
mature death was mourned by the whole Jewish world, 
and the scene at the Viennese cemetery on the day of 
his funeral baffles description. 

A Scottish exchange affirms that during the past few 
years the number of Jews entering on membership in 
various Christian churches of Vienna runs into the 
thousands. * 


A Remarkable Confession.—Sir William Willcocks, 
perhaps the greatest irrigation engineer of modern 
times, is also an humble Christian volunteer worker in 
Egypt. In the current number of Life and Faith he 
makes public disavowal of his former rationalist sym- 

The Sadhu Sundar Singh had spoken of 
— pligious influenza and deciared to 
two real converting. agencies in 
Scriptures and godly Christian 
led him to a closer study of the 
orgetting of all the good and 
fhe Bible and the eternally living in 
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the: contentious atmosphere of the critics among the 
contentious parts had,” he declares, “made the past 
thirty-two years of my life barren and sterile. As a 
Modernist my motto had been ‘We have not so much 
as heard whether there be any Holy Spirit.’ I spent 
my time discovering new evidences of the incompe- 
tence and duplicity of those whom the Holy Spirit had 
inspired to write the Scriptures.” 
hen came Dr. R. D. Wilson’s “Are the Higher 
Critics Scholarly?” “This settled me. . . . During my 
studies of Bible facts in the valleys of the Nile and 
Euphrates I had often proved the accord of the Bible 
accounts with observations by level and compass, with 
observations of the behaviors of the rivers, with the 
ideas of the time and with the mode of expression of 
the time in the spoken language.” Professor Wil- 
son’s defense of the Old Testament on philological 
grounds proved a final confirmation to the great en- 
ineer. “I have returned to my old faith in the 
ord of God and literally live in it.” 


Brief Notes from Abroad.—Professor Hans Horst 
Meyer, of the University of Vienna, is probably the 
most distinguished figure in the world of modern medi- 
cine. He has just retired from his professorship, and 
on this occasion read as a parting dissertation an essay 
on “Aicohol-poisoning.” After a critical and detailed 
statement of all the injuries which the use of alcohol 
brings to the human system he went on to declare, as 
the only satisfactory remedy, its absolute prohibition. 





The Mennonite Pioneers 





Kansas Mennonites are breaking ground 
in Mongolia about a hundred miles north of 
the Great Wall of China, in a land of fer- 
tile valleys and bracing climate, into which 
Chinese immigration is pouring. In nine 
months they have reached the ears of the 
people and started a good school with an 
enrolment of 150. On Mondays and Fri- 
days the sick are treated, which the Mon- 
golians greatly appreciate. “The corner-stone 
of a church has been laid, and a hospital and 
Bible school are planned. 


The first letters from Dr. Hoffman and 
Mr. Donaldson, American Presbyterians 
who have entered Afghanistan, describe the 
cordiality of their reception. The Vizier in 
writing to them addressed them as “My 
dear friends,” and practically presented them 
the keys of the city of Herat. He described 
himself as “ touched and overjoyed”’ at the 
letter announcing their coming. Facilities 
were immediately provided for Dr. Hoff- 
man’s medical work. ‘The first patient was 
a little girl who had been struck in the eye 
the day before by a cow’s horn. The doc- 
tor sewed up the torn socket and saved the 
eye. This initial day. of medical work saw 
fifty patients handled, with nine surgical 
cases. The people are eager to pay for 
services, “Sunni and Shiah Mohammedans 
as well as Jews vie with each other in trying 
to honor us. We are received by the very 
best men, and the other day did a cataract 
operation on an old man from Kabul who, 
we afe informed, will return to tell the Ameer 
of his cure from blindness.” 











So far have we gone from the sophisms of twenty 
years ago about “the food value of alcohol.” ... The 
revival spirit with large numbers of conversions is 
abroad in Germany.— | have spoken of the movement 
in East Friesland. In the Sarre Valley evangelist Hen- 
richs preaches with such power-that the churches can- 
not contain the crowds. ‘The Ludwigs church in Saar- 
bruecken, seating seventeen hundred, is among those 
over-filled. Saarbruecken is in the occupied territory. 
Another series of meetings in the occupied region of the 
Rhine has been held by Dr. Berg, a lawyer of distinction 
and mayor of Neustrelitz, an. important city in Meck- 
lenburg. His greatest success has been in the strong- 
holds of Socialism and Communism where the power of 
God has been especially manifested in the conversion of 
many leaders of these movements, especially among the 
younger men, A German correspondent writes us, 
‘His unflinching loyalty to the Word of God, his fa- 
miliarity with political and social problems and his 


_dependence on the Holy Spirit in the presentation of 


the truth has made this servant of God an outstanding 

figure in the life of present-day Germany... . 
rman Monists are asking that the theological fac- 

ulties in the state universities be suppressed, and 
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one would not shed many tears at their extinction in 
view of the unbelief which they have bred both in 
Germany and, the United States. The churches are 
establishing their own seminaries for training preachers, 
one in Munich, which, though small, is thriving, and 
another in Nuremburg, which has had two _ prosper- 
ous years back of it, and the student body of which 
already numbers fifteen. . . . The German missionary 
societies working in the Dutch East Indies are to 
receive from now on the sum of $65,000 annually from 
the Colonial authorities for the support of their mis- 
sions in Java and Sumatra. The grant is to continue 
for three years until the German supporters are again 
able to finance the work. ... The note of anti-Semit- 
ism grows ever more menacing in Germany.—One 
curious manifestation is its determination to discredit 
the Old Testament as “a Jewish book.” Dinter in 
his “Sins Against the Blood” takes this line of at- 
tack on Judaism. Paul Kurth in his “Aryans and 
Jews” contends, with absolutely no background of 
fact, that not only was Jesus not a Jew, but that Paul 
also was non-Jewish. The bases of the Old Testament, 
he contends, are non-Jewish, but they have been worked 
over by Jews and given an offensively Jewish stamp. 
It.is curious to see the uncritical assertionalism which 
has so distinctly marked much of the historical output 
of German theology (Wellhausen, Bousset, Heitmuel- 
ler, Schmiedel) breaking out in the productions of 

litical fanatics. rotestantism is not strong in 

varia, and the Union for Inner (or Home) Missions 
was recently unable to provide a regular evangelist for 
the churches. So thirty members of the association of 
younger clergy have banded themselves to carry on 
volunteer evangelism in the Protestant churches of 
the kingdom. . . . Buddhists have a Temple in Petro- 
ee on a lovely site overlooking the Gulf of Finland. 

hen it was consecrated the King of Siam sent an 
envoy and the Russian government formally recog- 
nized it as the official temple of a legitimized cult. 
During the revolution it was sacked. The diamond 
eyes, ruby lips, and emerald ears of the great Buddha 
within passéd into the pockets of “red” thieves. Never- 
theless the Tibetan monks who were in charge held 
on until in 1919 things became intolerable and they 
left for “the roof of the world,” putting their mission 
temple in charge of a curious person of Russian citi- 
zenship who bears the English name of Charles Au- 
gustus Tennyson, and claims relationship to the Eng- 
lish poet by a Tennyson mated in India to a Hindu 
mother. His tall figure, yellow robe, and bare feet 
are familiar sights in the Russian capital....A great 
forward missionary campaign is to be conducted in 
South Africa in 1925 which Donald Fraser will lead. 
The purpose is to stir South Africans to African evan- 
gelization apart from European support. 


American Notes.—W ’s Societies connected 
with the Northern Presbyterian churches supplied sev- 
enty-five hospitals abroad with hospital and surgical gar- 
ments, linen, bandages, and surgical dressings. The cost 
of the raw material was about $50,000, which represents 
the smallest part of the valuation of the finished prod- 
uct. .. . The Mormons have carried on a mission in 
Japan for twenty-two years without, it is reported, 
a single convert. They have therefore abandoned the 
islands. .. . ““We are losing our people in shoals to 
the healing sects,”” a prominent official in the Roman 
Catholic Church is reported as saying. A Roman Cath- 
olic manual issued under the imprimatur of the Arch- 
bishop of New York entitled “Pastoral Medicine” in- 
dicates that the Roman authorities are awakening to 
this fact, as also certain training which is being in- 
troduced into seminaries to deal with the matter in the 
confessional. ... A prominent Jew in New Orleans 
has found Christ and left ail to follow him. This 
means the loss of a partnership in his father’s busi- 
ness with an income of $100,000 annually and his aban- 
donment by wife and children. He is now taking 
training for Christian work. His conversion- was 
brought about by reading some Christian literature 
handed him at a “New Thought” gathering by a Chris- 
tian woman... . At the recent Bible Conference for 





‘ the deaf in Toronto thirty-four men and women con- 


fessed Christ. The Toronto Evangelical Church for 
the deaf ministers to the three hundred deaf in To- 
ronto and to seventeen hundred others in the Province 
of Ontario. Mission work is carried on by deaf mis- 
sioners, and last year over ninety missionary trips 
were made. ~Regular services are held in Hamilton, 
Ottawa, London, and eight other out-stations. These 
missions are supported entirely by the contributions 
of the deaf who also contribute to work among 
the deaf in China and to missions among Eskimos and 
Jews. “In Canada,” writes Mr. Shilton, their leader, 
“hearing people have thousands of churches, but the 
deaf not one.” They have, however, raised $17,500 
amon, themselves for this purpose, though there are 
no wealthy deaf in Toronto. ... “Do without boxes” 
were mailed some time since to Porto Rico churches 
connected with the Christian and Missionary Alliance. 
Now comes an order for two hundred more, and 
the proceeds of these self-denials go to the finane- 
ing of Villamil Ortiz, who has been sent out by 
these Porto Rico Christians to open up a new mission 
in Honduras. This enterprise to Spanish-Americans is 
supported by Spanish-Americans and led by Spanish- 
Americans. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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mission station suffering from all the different 
diseases that the Africans are known to possess. 
‘There is a most remarkable thing about the Africans 
—that no matter how sick they may be, Pe they are 
always able to eat. He is indeed a sick dusky son of 
Ham, that will turn down a good square meal. The 
‘durra (Kaffir-corn) crop had been short, and in addi- 
tion to this, the patients had come from a long dis- 
tance, and had brought very little food with them. 
The mission had not adopted the policy of feeding the 
sick excepting in rare cases of very great need, but 
this seemed to be an exceptional time. All of the pa- 
tients said that they were hungry, and they began to 
beg the missionary to go across the river where the 
ame was plentiful and shoot them something to eat. 
fie was always ready for an excuse —— hunting, any- 
how, and as this did seem like a valid reason he de- 
‘termined to accede to their request. The hunt was 
planned for the next day. Several of the Shilluk nim- 
rods were summoned and told to come early the next 
morning, “when the night was not yet over,” and ac- 
company the missionary to the hunt, as he was quite 
sure that he could never find the way alone. 

All night long the missionary was going through 
the hunt in his dreams. It seemed to him that he was 
making very careful stalks upon animals and that when 
he ——— he was close upon them they invariably dis- 

€ 


a r 

. e had charged his mind with the task of awak- 
ening at 4 A. M., and just to be sure that he was on 
time he awoke every hour after ten o'clock, only to 
find that it was still too soon to get up. Towards 
morning he had a dream that seemed to say to him, 
“The Lord grant thee the desire of thine heart,” and 
after this he seemed to sleep a little easier. He did 
not awaken at all at four o’clock, although he had been 
awake every hour previous, but his wife did awaken, 
and she told him to get up and go on that hunt. 

The night before he had gathered all the hunting 
equipment together, had cleaned and oiled the guns, so 
that there was really nothing to do but to fill the water 
bottle, eat a light breakfast of bread and cheese, and 
go out to see if the Shilluks had arrived. Four of 
them were on hand, having slept on the place, for they 
were as eager for the hunt as any one, although the 
morning was chilly and it was a little hard for them 
to awaken. 

The next thing to be done was to catch the mule. 
Nothing can be as mulish as a mule. He had been 

tied up in the barn the night before, so he would be 
‘ on hand early in the morning, and here he had broken 
his tether and was out roaming about some place on 
the compound, down in the vegetable garden most 
likely. It was still pitch dark, but after a delay of 
about ten minutes he was found, and induced to re- 
turn to the barn. He had taken a dislike to the bridle 
however, and resisted strenuously the combined efforts 
of the Shilluks to bridle him. At last this, too, was 
accomplished, and with a tall Shilluk ahead to lead the 
way, armed with a long spear, and two or three fol- 
lowing after bearing the missionary’s guns, they In- 
dian-filed along the winding path that led to Mai- 
nam, five miles up the river. The Shilluks were cold 
and apt to be taciturn and a bit resentful towards the 
mule, but after swinging along for a mile or so with 
that peculiar gait of theirs that gets them over the 
ground at a truly remarkable speed, they seemed to 
warm up a little and wanted to talk. 


A Gospel Lesson from the Stars 


The morning star was shining straight ahead in the 
east. The missionary asked the name of the star, and 
being told, he told them the name in English. He 
tried to tell them also that Jesus said that he was the 
Morning Star, and just as the morning star told that 
the night was about over and that the morning was 
coming, so when people saw Jesus the night-time was 
past for them and the light of a newer and better day 
was about to break. They seemed to like the idea, even 
p them did not quite understand what he was talking 
about. 

Dawn was apparent in the east! when they reached 
the village of Mainam, where there is a tall Doleib 
palm tree which can be seen from a distance of several 
miles. Around the foot of the tall tree are the huts 
of the Shilluks. There is quite a little grove of trees 
here, but none of them are as tall as the one we have 
mentioned. Saul-like it stands, head and shoulders 
above all its fellows, and acts as a landmark for the 
whole countryside. 

The village is on the edge of the river. The dogs 
ran out as soon as they heard the sound of the mule’s 
feet coming pattering along, and barked their enmity 
against civilization and all that civilization stands for. 
When they saw that it was only the missionary riding 
a mule, and that he was accompanied by several dusky 


TL assion were nearly one hundred patients at the 


“We have to be missionary, doctor, carpenter, 
bricklayer, and the like, out here,” writes Dr. 
Lambie, the well-known medical missionary of the 
United Presbyterian Board, in Addis Abeba, Abys- 
sinia. And this article, written some years ago, 
bears witness to the many demands made upon the 
time and strength and ingenuity of the missionary. 
Yet Dr. Lambie confesses that his position is not 
unique in Abyssinia, for he writes,“I saw the ruler 
of Abyssinia going to the rock pile and carrying 
stones to encourage his men. He was teaching them 
not to be ashamed of work. I personally believe he 
is the hardest worked man in all the country. 
From morning until night he is engaged in seeing 
people, giving judgment between disputants and 
in a thousand and one duties that daily press upon 
him as ruler of this great land.” 








Shilluks similar to their own masters, they somewhat 
abated their antipathy, — but still growling warning 
threats not to make too free with their village, they 
retreated to the shelter of their own dooryards, from 
whence emerged several old men. The old people are 
the early risers out in Africa as in America. They 
seemed to realize what the little party was there for 
and raised no objections. One of them who possessed 
a boat had to be conciliated and finally consented to 
take the missionaries across the river on condition that 
he be given a piece of the meat if the party was suc- 
cessful in getting any. He consented to take care of 
the mule, for it could not be taken across the river. 
Mules can swim, but they don’t like to. Perhaps they 
are afraid of the crocodiles in the Sobat. Mules 
sometimes have horse-sense. His muliosity was tied 
under one of the palm trees while the Shilluks pro- 
ceeded to get the boat ready. ? 


A Rather Uncertain Canoe 


It was a leaky old dugout. It had been tied to the 
bank the night before and had leaked so in the night 
that it had filled with water and sunk. These old 
dugout canoes are very unsatisfactory, but they are 
much better than none. After bailing very vigorously 
for several minutes with an old gourd while the others 
endeavored to haul it farther up the bank, the canoe at 
last consented to float.. The bailing out was resumed 
and the places where the water came in were stopped 
with mud. If it doesn’t wash away before the pe- 
senger gets across the river the mud does very well in 
place of oakum It appeared to the missionary that 
he wauld hate to cross the Atlantic Ocean in a wooden 
boat whose seams were caulked with mud. It would 
probably require the undivided time of passengers and 
sailors to keep caulking the boat. They would hardly 
have time to eat or sleep. They would probably have 
to take their meals while watching the boat, —a lump 
of mud in one hand and a piece of pie in the other, 
watchfully waiting for an opening seam and ready at 
an instant’s notice to put a handful of mid in the 
breach. It is to be hoped that in the excitement of 
caulking the seam they would never make a mistake 
and thrust the pie into the opening instead of the mud. 
The mud might Fer a little disagreeable, too, if used 
instead of pie. Probably, too, most of the cargo would 
have to consist of extra mud to use for refilling the 
cracks when the first mud washed away, for of course 
they could not go ashore to get on a fresh supply of 
mud until they reached their destination. The Shilluks 
in crossing thé river frequently take an extra supply 
of .mud -for emergencies. Luckily these canoes are 
never submarined except in rare cases when a croco- 
dile or hippo takes a sly nibble to see if it or the oc- 
cupants are as good as they look, but this only happens 
on rare occasions. The Rubicon,—or the Sobat, 
mean, was crossed in safety though with much fear 
and trembling on the part of our friend the missionary. 

Just opposite to Mainam is the opening of a small 
river that flows into the Sobat. Roan antelope had 
been seen back from the river. They rowed the little 
canoe into the mouth of the small stream and tied it 
up. It was almost time for the sun to rise when they 
swung off into the thorny forest in the direction in 
which they supposed the game to be. After walking 
for several miles, one of the Shilluks excitedly pointed 
to the east, and there, sure enough, was a large herd 
of roan antelope walking composedly along and feed- 
ing as they went. They had been down to the river 
to drink, and they were returning to their abiding-place 
in the deep forest, where they felt they would be safe 
from all intruders and where they rest under the. 











shadow of the trees during the heat of the day. When 
the day is over they would again leisurely wend their 
way back to the river grazing as they went along. An 
idyllic life, free from all care or effort, with only the 
faint shadowing fear that the wild animals always have 
of man and of their other animal enemies. For with 
the exception of the large carnivorous animals all the 


‘grass-eating animals of Africa have enemies. To this 


we must except the elephant and the buffalo, for they 
are both so large and powerful that the carnivorous 
animals prefer to leave them alone. This fear grows 
less in those parts where the animals are not hunted by 
man or Carnivora. ; 

The missionary got down on his hands and knees, 
and taking his rifle with him, began to crawl in the 
direction of the herd. There were no trees behind 
which he could hide himself, but fortunately there was 
grass about three feet high, and this to a great extent 
conceaJed his movements. There was this to his dis- 
advantage, — the sun was in his eyes and not in the 
eyes of the herd. This is a great disadvantage when 
the sun is only a short distance above the horizon, for 


_it is almost impossible te.see anything against the sun. 


It is blinding. 

Painfully he crawled along a hundred yards or so 
as carefully as possible endeavoring to keep the grass 
and bits of dried mud from entering his barrel. 
At last the grass seemed to thin away: e was still 
over two hundred yards away from the herd, and it 
did not seem that he could get any nearer without be- 
ing seen. In fact he was seen just as he entered the 
patch of thin grass. The herd at once stopped grazing 
and with growing alarm looked at the sednotiies there; 
they didn’t know what was just on the edge of the 
tall grass. They didn’t recognize him at all. He didn’t 
seem like a man to them, else they would have been off 
at once. They stood and stared as if rooted to the 


spot. They probably mistook him for some very woe-, 


begone, undersized lion. They did not seem at all 
frightened, but they did seem a little curious to make 
out the identity of the strange thing crouching on the 
ground. As long as he kept quite still they showed no 
signs of alarm, but when he began to move they showed 
some little perturbation. The missionary was a little 
fagged and very excited, and to make ters worse 
the drops of perspiration seemed to get into his eyes 


and blind him, his eyes being already somewhat dazed - 


from the sum 

He managed to get a bead on them, however, and 
with shaking hands let go of a shot or two He saw 
one of the animals bound high in the air. The rest 
of the herd now ran off all excepting the one that had 
jumped from the ground and another one, a large 
male, that seemed to have difficulty in running as fast 
as the others, although even he seemed to be getting 
off at a pretty fast gate. Reloading his gun, our friend 
began firing again and again at the wounded one, but 
it seemed.as if he could not again hit the mark. After 
firing two full magazines at it, it seemed to be going 
slower and slower, and at last it came to a full stop in 
a little patch of grass and turned to face its pursuers, 
for the Shilluks were by this time in full cry. It 
was very pathetic to see the old bull brought to bay. 
All of his followers had forsaken him. But the pa- 
tients back there at the mission were so hungry, and 
with a feeling of regret the missionary gave him one 
shot that brought him to the ground. 


The Lust to Kill 


“After the herd,” shouted the Shilluks, “Kitl! Kill!” 
“No,” said the missionary, “we will not kill another. 
This is enough. has given us aS much as we 
can, carry and as much as we need. We will not kill 
any more.” This kind of talk the Shilluks could not 
understand, but when he persisted in his refusal, with 
what grace they could they sat down and tegan to 
remove the skin. They went back to the place where 
they had first seen the herd and here’ was the one 
that had jumped into the air lying stone dead on the 
ground. They were very much rejoiced at this. 

Theyesat down on the ground and the missionary 
gave thanks to God for having sent them this meat 
and acknowledged that the cattle on a thousand hills 
were His and on a thousand plains such as this, and 
He in his kindness had given them two of his cattle, 
and they thanked Him. 

They now had something like twelve hundred pounds 
of meat to dispose of, and there were only six of them 
all told to carry the meat to the river, which was four 
or five miles away. They were all tired, and very 
thirsty, for the Shilluks)/had carrjed no water for 
themselves. The missionary sent Vape. to a 
nearby village to bring some me; =< 7 
wages, to help carry the meat b 
While the two were away the oth 
eration of skinning and cutting “© 
by the time this was completed the wh 
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five or six others. A fire was then built, meat was 
roasted, and all sat down on the ground and ate their 
fill, If they were thirsty before, they were twice as 
thirsty after they had eaten the meat. Still the meat 
tasted. so good that they fairly gorged themselves. 

The missionary was seated some distance away un- 
der a tree awaiting the conclusion of the feast. One 
of the men who had been summoned from the village 
came up very apologetically and said, “I am getting 
old. I am too old to carry meat to the river. See my 
bald head,” and he bent over so as to-show his bald 
head. The missionary told him to sit down. Then 
another came up limping painfully as if in great dis- 
tress. “See,” he salt “how lame I am. You would 
surely not expect me to carry this meat to the river.’ 
The missionary told him to sit.down. He had not 
noticed the lameness before. And then a third came 
up and said, “My head hurts me very badly, and so I 
cannot help you to carry the meat to the mission sta- 
tiom” Others had other reasons. 

The missionary understood their plan, which was 
that the missionary and his few faithful followers 
should take as much of the meat as they could carry, 
— which would perhaps be one-third of the whole, — 
and leave the rest on the ground when they themselves 
would return and take all that was left to their own 
village. It was a well-conceived plan to cheat the poor 
patients out of their meat and give it to the Shilluks 
themselves. How could their plan be thwarted? It 
was true that the men were all very tired and. very 
— and by this time it was getting towards noon 
and the sun was blazing down until the earth seemed 
to reel under the heat. 

The air overhead was alive with vultures and car- 
rion-eating hawks that had been attracted by the sight 
of blood. The missionary was in a quandary. It 
seemed as if God had given him this meat for the sick 
and suffering ones and now they were going to be de- 
nied it by the cupidity of mar. He reasoned a little 
with them, but without avail. He turned to the two 
who had gone to the village to hire the extra men, and 
said to them, “Whom did you summon from the vil- 
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lage?” They pointed to the men who had made the ex- 
cuses, who were sitting sullenly on the ground. They 
had all eaten meat to the full. The missionary did 
not know what to do. He uttered a silent prayer and 
then seemed to have an inspiration. Raising his shot- 
gun he shot one of the hideous vultures circling over- 
head, and as it came tumbling down he said to the men 
in a business-like voice, “Now, boys, hurry up and 
carry in this meat. We have wasted too much time.” 
The men looked at each other and with shamefaced 
laughs they began to put the bundles of meat upon 
their heads and take the homeward way. There was 
rore than they could carry, and what was left the mis- 
sionary hid in the long grass and told the men that on 
their return they could have it for themselves if the 
birds did not find it in the meantime, and he was go- 
ing to give them wages, and as much meat as they 
could eat in two days’ time. They regarded the mat- 
ter by this time as a huge joke, and the missionary 
could hear them telling each other and mimicking him 
with-many laughs — “Get up and carry-the meat, Get 
up and carry the meat.” 

The only thing that troubled the missionary was 
what he should have done should they not have heeded 
his command. This was a matter that the Lord did not 
make him decide. I feel sure that they were in no 
danger from the bird shot, and the missionary did 
not even have to threaten them with it, although they 
understood it that way. = 

After a long, weary march the river was gained. 
How cooling the water was. Most of the Shilluks did 
not have to divest themselves of clothing, for they 
wore none, but regardless of the possible presence of 
crocodiles they sat down with the water up to their 
mouths and lapped large mouthfuls of it. 

The carriers were all liberally paid with both money 
and meat. The river was forded, and the mule re- 
mounted, the meat distributed with much joy and 
thankfulness among the sick, and a long weary day 
was brought to an end with great feeling of thankful- 
ness to Him who provides all our need. . 

Appts ABEBA, ABYSSINIA. 








What Do the Constellations Signify ? 


Interpreting the ancient star names in the light of the Word 





By Helen F. Clark 











For many centuries the Christian world has accepted the tales of pagan mythology as the most plausible means of 
: explaining why certain stars have been included in certain fixed groupings. But of late years there have been those 
who believe that the Greek and Roman myths were merely applied to ancient groupings in an attempt to interpret 
the groups after man had forgotten the original meanings. Among those who hold this view is Miss Helen F. 
Clark, Director of the Paterson Bible School, Inc., of Paterson, New Jersey. This is the second of her series 

of three articles on the theme, ‘‘Do the Stars Declare the Gospel > ’’ 


means “The Virgin.” In Hebrew and Syriac, 

in Arabic and Greek, the terms for “Virgin” all 
emphasize the purity of this maiden. Her motherhood 
is therefore by miracle. Ske is represented as lying 
prostrate, with a sheaf of wheat in her left hand, and 
a branch in her right hand. 

The brightest star is Spica, which rneans “The Seed.” 
It has also another name, Al Zimach in Arabic, and 
Tsemech in Hebrew, meaning “The Branch.” But 
Spica is a double star, therefore it has the two names, 
each bearing its own testimony. The “Seed” is the 
seed promised which should bruise the serpent’s head 
(Gen. 3:15). This is the first prophecy in the writ- 
ten Word of the coming of a Redeemer. But the 
word, “Tsemech,” the. name of the second star, is 
used five times by the prophets to denote the Messiah, 
the Saviour, the coming King, who was the “Branch 
of David” (Jer. 23:5), and “the Branch” who should 
“sit and rule upon his throne,” (Zech. 6:12, 13). 


Te first of the constellations is Virgo, which 


‘ Other stars of this constellation are Zavijavah, “the 


gloriously beautiful”; Al Mureddin, ““Who shall come 
down; Who shall have dominion”; Vindemiatrix, “The 
Son or Branch who cometh.” 

Now Virgo lies in a region dense with nebulae. 
This woman lying prostrate among the nebulae is a 

aphic picture of our fallen and prostrate race, out 

rom whom the constellation prophesied should spring 
by miracle a Deliverer, who should renew its life, 
and raise it up. 

Coma, the constellation above Virgo, represents this 
Virgin again, with a son in her arms. ma, or, aS 
it is in Hebrew, Chemda, means “The Desired One,” 
and is the very word used of Christ in Haggai 2:7, 
“The desire [chemda] of all nations shall come.” Al- 
bumazer, the Arabian astronomer, says of Coma, 
“There arises in the first Decan .. . a young woman, 
whose Persian name denotes a pure Virgin, sitting on 
a throne, nourishing an infant boy, the boy having a 
Hebrew name, by some nations called IHESU, with 
the signification of IEZA, which in Greek is called 
Christos.” 

“Christos” means the “Anointed,” and is the official 
name of the Mec Here we see set forth the De- 
liver PONS ire of all nations,” born of a 
‘ ew name which other nations 
or, in English, Jesus). 








It is believed by some that.in the head of this in- 
fant there was seen by astronomers about one hun- 
dred and twenty-five years before the birth of Christ 
a new star. This star “sparkled brilliantly above all 
stars,” and was visible even in the daytime. There is a 
legend from the early centuries that it caused Hip- 
parchus, the great astronomer, to draw up a catalogue 
of the stars, the first ever drawn. This star was on 
the meridian at midnight just nine months before the 
birth of Christ, and again three months after his 
birth. This was the time of the visit of the Magi, 
who were Persian astronomer-priests, — men who 
knew perfectly the significance of the constellations, 
and who saw in that glowing star upon the head of 
the babe in Coma the diadem of the new-born King. 
This was said to be the Star of Bethlehem, and they 
followed it to the country of the Hebrews, for he 
bore a Hebrew name. This star, it was said, continued 
in the sky until A. D. 150, when it disappeared, and 
has never since been seen. 

Beneath Virgo shine .Libra, the Centaur, the Cross, 
and Lupus. The Centaur was a fabled creature with 
the upper part of a man and the body of a horse. This 
creature was despised by men, yet was credited with 
noble and benevolent qualities, and the power to heal 
and instruct. The name of Centaurus in Hebrew is 
Bezeh, “The Despised,” and this is the very Hebrew 
word used of Christ in Isaiah 53:3. Another Hebrew 
name for this constellation is Asmeath, “The Sin-Of- 
fering.’ The Centaur rises above the Cross, and is 
pictured as flinging a dart into Lupus, or, according 
to ancient astronomy, not Lupus, but “The Victim,” 
which is also a representation of himself. Thus are 
the Master’s words perfectly fulfilled, “I lay down my 
life for the sheep. . . . No man taketh it from me, but 
I lay it down of myself.”- The name of the cross is 
the Hebrew word Adom, meaning “cutting off,” and 
was in the form of the letter Tau, meaning, “It is 
finished.” Lupus is Asedah in Hebrew, and means “To 
be slain.” Above and to the left of Lupus is Libra, or 
“The Scales,” whose ancient names mean, “Weighing,” 
“Purchase,” “Redemption.” Its greatest star is named 
Zuben al Genuba, “The Price Deficient,” but it is out- 
weighed by the star opposite, Zuben al Chemali, which 
bears down the scale and is called, “The Price which 
Covers.” Another star is Zuben Akrabi, “Price of 
the Conflict.” These set before us the price which 
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the miraculously-born Seed and Branch would pay for 
the salvation of mankind. The truth thus set forth 
was that the Hebrew King, called by the nations, Jesus, 
of double nature (typified by the Centaur), divine and 
human, would sacrifice himself upon the Cross as the 
price of redemption. 

The largest star in Centaurus, at the right of the 
Cross, is called Toliman, and means “The Heretofore 
and Hereafter,” i e., “The Eternal.” This star is 
double. It stands for God the Father and God the 
Son, even as Christ said, “I am in the Father, and the 
Father in me”; and this star, standing on the right 
hand of the Cross, ts the nearest to our earth of all 
the stars of the heaven. Even so, the Father and the 
Son, with the Cross, are the nearest of all to the trust- 
ing heart of the redeemed sinner. 

Scorpio represents a gigantic, noxious insect with 
its tail uplifted in the act of striking. The names 
indicate “Conflict,” “War,” “Wounding Him that 
Cometh,” “Attack of the Enemy.” Its chief star is 
Antares, “The Wounding.” This shows us Satan -re- 
sisting Christ and attacking him. Ophiucus stands 
above the scorpion, with one foot stung and hurt, but 
the other crushing the scorpion’s head. He grasps 
the Serpent, holding him back from snatching the 
crown so hardly won by the sacrifice on the Cross, 
Ophiucus means, “The Serpent Held.” The chief stars 
are Ras al Haguis, translated, “The Head of Him who 
Holds,” Unuk, “Encompassing,” Al Hay, “The Rep- 
tile,” Alyak, “The Accursed.” 

Aquarius, the Water-Bearer, shows, us the official 
coming and work of the Holy Spirit. The Master 
himself likened the Holy Ghost to “rivers of living 
water,” and it is the Spirit who regenerates us, link- 
ing us to the life of the risen Christ. The Holy 
Spirit also dwells in us and upon us. -Christ is Aqua- 
rius, who pours out this “living water.” The stars 
are Sa’ad al Melik, “The Record of the Pouring 
Forth,” Saad al Sund, “The Pourer-Out,” Scheet, 
“Who Goeth and Returneth.” 

Cygnus, The Swan, is one of the most beautiful 
constellations in the heavens. The swan. bears .a 
cross, py defined upon her breast. She seems 
to be flying down the Milky Way in the general di- 
rection of the river poured out by Aquarius. So the 
cross goes forth over all the earth to bring the blessed 
news of the way of salvation to all the earth. It also 
speaks of the sure and swift return of our Lord to 
this world as its Judge and its King, and this Second 
Coming is first definitely set forth in connection with 
this world-wide preaching of the Gospel, even as we 
see that our infinitely wise God has brought it to pass. 

_Andromeda, the Chained Woman, above and to the 
right of Pisces. Andromeda is a Greek word mean- 
ing, “The Man-Ruler.” Other names of this constel- 
lation are, “The Chained”; “The Stretched Out”: “Set 
Up as a Queen.” The Scriptures show us that the 
rulers of the coming Age of blessedness are to be 
Christ and the Church, with those who shall be be- 
headed for Jesus’ sake in the last days of this Age. 
Therefore the “Man-Ruler” is the Church. The star 
names signify the afflicted condition of this woman. 

_ But Perseus, another representation of Christ, de- 
livers the chained woman and makes her his bride, 
and she is next seen enthroned as Queen in the con- 
stellation of Cassiopeia, and her deliverer is the King, 
robed and crowned, of the constellation Cepheus. 

Cepheus is a_Hebrew word meaning, “The Royal 
Branch,” “The King.” The star names are Al Dera- 
min, “Coming Quickly, or Quickly Returning”; Al 
Phirk, “The Redeemer”; Al Rai, “Who Bruises or 
Breaks,” or “The Shepherd.” These are all names 
and offices of Christ. 

Cassiopeia means, “The Daughter of Splendor”; 
“The Glorified Woman”; “The Boundary of Typhon’s 
[Satan’s] Power”; “The Delivered from All Evil’; 
“The Enthroned”; “The Set Up as Queen.” The star 
names are Schedir, “The Freed,” Caph, “The Branch.” 
Cassiopeia is seated beside King Cepheus. What is it 
but the picture, vivid and real, of the Church, the 
Bride, released from her earthly captivity and her 
deadly enemy, by Perseus, the Breaker, who like a 
thief in the night breaks into the enemy’s stronghold, 
and snatches away this afflicted virgin? 

Here is the Rapture of the Saints! Here is the 
Resurrection of the dead,—the first Resurrection, — 
and the Translation of the living! Here is the frui- 
tion of our hopes, the glory of Heaven, the unspeak- 
able joy of our abiding presence in the household of 
God our Father, and o the Son, our Saviour! 


Note on Nebulae.—Charles A. Young, Ph.D., LL.D., late 
Professor of Astronomy in Princeton University, in his 
“Lessons in Astronomy,” page 2, says: “The stars which 
we see are bodies of the same kind as the sun, shining 
like him with fiery heat, while the planets and satellites 
are dark and cool like the earth, and visible only by the 
sunlight they reflect. As for the comets and nebulae, they 
appear to be mere clouds, composed of gas or swarms of 
little particles, perhaps not very hot, but luminous.” 

Arthur P. Norton, B.A., in his Star Atlas, page 15, says: 
“Nebulae are faint, misty patches of light usually of ir- 
regular form. Some of these have been resolved by the 
most powerful telescopes into patches of exceedingly min- 
ute stars: others are known to be masses of incandescent 
gas. Most of the white nebulae have a spiral form, as 
shown by photography. The greenish or bluish nebulae are, 
of the gaseous type and are chiefly composed of the un- 
known gas nebulium. They contain also hydrogen and 
helium.” 


Paterson, N. J. 
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O THOROUGHLY grade and organize a Sun- 
day-school is only the first step in carrying the 
work forward. This organization must be main- 
tained. In order to maintain it and grow a great 
school, it is necessary to have a system of classifica- 
tion, so that all new members shall be properly classi- 
fied as they come in. It is also necessary that, as 
rapidly as classes secure as many members as they 
should. have, new classes shall be formed. Two things 
are essential; adding new classes as needed, and clas- 
sifying all new members. 

1. Classification Slips. | ‘inte 
this page may be used. in classifyin, 
It is printed on lightweight paper, an 
of one hundred. 


The printed form shown on 
new members. 
made into pads 





CLASSIFICATION SLIP 

Date cccccvecccccccrscecccscccces . 
Name ...cseeeee Mvcochdbcseedddessds seveedsccecteocceseate 
Address .....scseees- Sivabeneseee¥es Phone ......sceeeeee 
Age cecceees vee Last Birthday .......sceccscccceecceecse 
Are you a church-member? .....-.sseceescceceeeeceees 
What church? ....cccccccccccccsvcvccccscssecseccescecee 
Are your parents church-members?.... Where?..... 
Brought by ...ccccccccsesecesccscecceceeveesccsseeseveves 
Old cccccccccccccccccccccees NOW. vivetvrcsowvccdcccccccce 

ASSIGNED TO 

weriaeevened Grade ccccocccccccsccscossesse. Department 
palou dy CicickeecQbb Uk svesdpe ease cb0sd 666 carbene pee Teacher 
ecdeesacdedeseddesessseccbessewcesseseuee sees Dept. Supt 
(This slip is to be immediately returned to Classi- i 
fication Superintendent.) 











Everybody enrolled in the school will be enrolled 
on these classification slips. Teachers are not to write 
names on the class-cards or in class-books. Without 
exception all new members will be enrolled on these 
classification slips. F 

2. Enrolment Secretaries. Enrolment secretaries 
will be secured and instructed, one or more for each 
vestibule or entrance to the building, so as to be ac- 
cessible to new members as they come in. With chair 
and table near the door the secretaries will be ready 
to greet cordially and enroll all new members. Each 
secretary should be furnished with a guide-card. He 
will have no choice in the matter of classifying pupils. 
The matter of grading the school by years and into 
departments and classes has been settled, and every- 
body must co-operate in keeping up that classification. 
If other departmental lines are preferred, the - guide 
can be so made up. 


ENROLMENT SECRETARY’S GUIDE FOR 


CLASSIFYING NEW MEMBERS 
Department 
Babies 
O- 2 years ........-Cradle Roll 
Children 
3 YATE ccccoveces Cradle Roll (Attendance Section) 
Q FOALS caccceces First Grade Beginners 
BS YOALS ceccccecece Second Grade Beginners 
G6 years coccccseee First Grade Primary 
FY FOOLS cccccecsecs Second Grade Primary 
B years .occccccees Third Grade Primary 
Boys and Girls 
@ FOALS . cicviccscs First Grade Junior 
WO YEATS ccccccceee Second Grade Junior 
BE YORLS ccrescacece Third Grade Junior 
£9. FORRES do ccccsscte Fourth Grade Junior 
Boys and Girls } 
BS YORTE cccccoces First Grade Intermediate 
Se? FOOSE, 0.0% uesne Second Grade Intermediate 
BB FORTS coccceeces Third Grade Intermediate 
2H YORE occcciceers Fourth Grade Intermediate 
Boys and Girls 
I7*BO YOATS .rccccees . First Division Young People 
Men and Women 
BI-9O YeEaTS cecscccees Second Division Young People 
Young Married Women 
THSO VORB scecccccias Married Women’s Class Young 


People 
Men and Women 
3t years and above .Adult Classes (choice) 


The enrolment secretary assigns the pupil to the 
grade and the department, leaving the superintendent 
of the department to make the assignment to class. 

3. Ushers. Two ushers should be supplied for each 
enrolment secretary. The usher takes the classifica- 
tion slip filled out, with the new member, and escorts 
him to the department to which he is assigned, and 
presents the new member and the classification slip 





This is the sixth of Mr. Entzminger’s series which discuss 
“The Sunday School Transformed.” 
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to the superintendent. It is well for the superintendent 
of the department to have special seats reserved or 
provided conveniently for these new members where 
they may be seated until after the opening exercises 
of the department, when the superintendent or the as- 
sistant superintendent will take each new member and 
place him in the proper class, writing in the teacher’s 
name on the classification slip at the bottom on the 
line indicating “teacher,” as the teacher’s name will 
go on the guide-card in filing the records. As soon 
as the pupil is assigned to the proper class, and the 
teacher’s name written in by the d ment super- 
intendent for all new members, these forms should be 
immediately sent back to the enrolment secretary. 
These new members are simply counted as “new mem- 
bers” in the attendance of the school on the Sunday 
they are enrolled. 

The ushers are to escort new members to the proper 
places with the classification forms and turn them over 
to the superintendent of the different d ments. 
These enrolment secretaries and ushers will do most 
of their work, beginning at fifteen or twenty minutes 
before the school opens, and finishing by ‘fifteen or 
twenty minutes after the school opens. Ali of the 
working staff can get to their classes during the recita- 
tion of the lesson. This will avoid the necessity of hav- 
ing the large number of enrolment secretaries and 


ushers standing around in the halls or lounging about - 


the building. while* the. lesson is being taught. 

4. The Superintendent of Classification. In order to 
carry this classificatione work on properly, it will be 
necessary to have a superintendent tor this work — 
a man of pleasing personality, who knows how to. greet 
people,.one who can be positive and firm, and yet pleas- 
ant and kindly in his relations to all who come into 
contact with his department. 
med up as follows: 


(1) To secure all the needed secretaries and ushers 
and drill them on their work, and see that they are 
present by fifteen or twenty minutes before the school 
opens on Sunday morning. He might have some sec- 
retaries and ushers in reserve upon whom he can call 
when some of the regular staff are absent. 


(2) He will see that all material for the work is 
prepared and in proper pace, such as table and chair 
for the secretary, classification forms, and everything 
in readiness for the enrolment secretaries and their 
work, so that there will be no delay in looking after the 
enrolment of new members as they arrive. 


(3) It will be well to use a carbon copy and make 
these enrolments in duplicate, having the secretary to 
keep the duplicate on the file on his table, while send- 
ing the original with the usher and new member to 
the department superintendent. In case some pupil 
gets away without getting into the class, the enrol- 
ment secretary will have for the superintendent of clas- 
sification a duplicate slip, so that he can check against 
the others. And in case of failure of a new member 
to progety land in the class, the duplicate will give 
a ch on him, and this can be foilowed up. The 
classification superintendent will check up all of these 
slips, and be 
the total number of new members enrolied in the school 
by departments on Sunday morning. It may be that 
the department superintendents will be delayed in get- 
ting the classification slips back to the secretaries or 
the superintendent. It will be his duty to see that 
this work is properly done. He will see that every 
one of these classification slips is preperly signed by 
ho Lao: enamel of the department and put back in 

is hands. 


5. New Classes. It is so easy to drift along that 
often we find classes will become filled and the teacher 
in the Beginners, Primary, Junior, or Intermediate 
Departments will be trying to teach = class of fifteen 
or more. He cannot do it effectively. And then the 
question of dividing the class comes up. Really the 
best way to “divide” a class is not to put it together — 
not let it grow too large in the frst instance. When 
a class of a certain age gets as many members as it 
should have — seven or eight—a new teacher should 
be secured. This teacher should be present whether a 
single new pupil is ready for the new class or not. Let 
the new teacher have the lesson prepared and be on 
hand to receive any new pupil of that age who may 
be present on the following Sunday. Canvass for 
prospects for the new class. Announce to the school 
that “John Doe” is going to teach a class of fourteen- 
year-old boys in the Intermediate Department. He is 
just taking up the work and has no class, the other 
fourteen-year-old classes having as many as they ought 
to have. Any one who can find a fourteen-year-old 
boy not in Sunday-school, and who ought to be, is 
requested to write his name and address on a 
and turn it in. This information will be put in John 
Doe’s hands, and in a little while prospects enough 
will be discovered to build up a new class. 


His duties can be sum- 





ready to report to the general secretary’ 
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6. In the next place, annual promotion will have its ; 
place in the maintaining of a graded school. If the 
school is studying the Graded Lessons, every class will . 
be promoted annually to the grade just above it, on - 
the last Sunday in September, the close of the Sun- | 
day-school year. If the school is studying Uniform 
Lessons, the teacher might be permitted to carry the” 
class all the way through the department. After hav- 
ing done so, the class being promoted into the depart-: 
ment next above it, ‘the teacher will come back and start 
a new class through the department. 


It is exceedingly important that these things all be 
kept in mind and carefully looked after. Only by 
such devoted and vigilant attention can a live on 
ization be maintained and the work of the school 
properly carried on... ; 


Loncwoopn, Fia. 


Nervous Breakdowns 
By Mrs. Frank E. Burgess 


| HAD had many nervous breakdowns, but when ‘id . 


my forties I had a littlé son, then the breakdown 
came that threatened my mind, and turned all my 
world to blackness. I even lost all my faith in God: 
for a time—and that was worst of all. But he 
never lost his hold on me, and gradually I came to 
realize that in him I did have hope. I could not read. 
or talk for long months. But the Bible verses 
learned in early childhood came to me and I opened: 
my Topical Bible to the page on “Affliction.” As I 
would walk by the table in my room where I was 
shut in alone, I would glance down at the page, catch 


a phrase, and memory would tell me the rest. This 
would help me each time. One special verse that 
clung to me all through, was: “The Lord of Hosts is 


with us; the God of Jacob is our Refuge” (Psa. 46: 
7). And even more, night and day, came Psalm 3: 3, 
“But thou, O Lord, art a shield for me; my glory, and 
the lifter up of mine head.” How I needed that shield 
against fear, that awful monster! For several years 
the struggle went on, but the things that saved me 
were praise, and Bible verses. When the mind would 
fairly ache in the attempt, I would praise and praise 
and praise till the enemy fled. : 

friend of mine, a preacher, was going through the 
same mental struggle. When he was getting back to 
normal I asked him to what he attributed his return, 
but his praise was not to God, but to will power. And 
while in the sanatorium (where I found not one who 
leaned on the Lord), I found this was the usual thing, 
—the doctors insisted on and expected the will to 
use every atom of its strength to bring the mind back 
to its own. Those who had very strong wills made 
the shore, but. those whose wills were weak had a 
terrible experience. But if they had only been led 
to lean supremely on God and then use (with his em- 
powering), what will power they might have to keep 
their minds stayed on him then they would not only 
have escaped out of the net, but escaped with an ex- 
perience of God immeasurably precious. 













Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 





serene 
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Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, No 
mames or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad te reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 





Dear Mother Ruth: Have seen your answers in The Sun- 
day School Times, and wish to see my letter there also. 
My problem is, What are the duties of a Christian? An- 
other problem is, What is the youngest age children gener- 
ally become converted? Hoping for you aJl success.— 
LITTLE GIRL. 
My DEAR LITTLE GIRL: I remember how Jesus 
loved the children, and how he rebuked the disciples 
when they would have pushed them away. I am glad 
you wrote me, and I am so glad to answer your ques- 
tions. 

To answer your first question, I want you to open 
your Bible and read -Luke 10:25 to the end of the 
chapter, especially verses 27 and Then read 1 Cor- 
inthians, thirteenth chapter, and study it until you can 
say it. To follow Jesus, is the duty of a Christian, and 
when, you do that you will be happy and successful. 
Daily he will give you to know your duties, and you 
will learn to know his thoughts, and to do them, -as 
you talk to him and listen to his voice. 

What is the age for a child to become converted? I 
do not know the average age, but I do know I was eight 
years old when I gave my heart to God, and my own 
little girls were not six years old. I would say any 
age that a child wants to come is the right age. Read 
Luke 18:15, 16, 17. There is nygpd o~ tg_the Sav- 
iour’s attitude toward the childr: Steg en 
yourself to him? If you haven’t Fenn 
God bless you as you follow hi 
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LESSON 13. 






DEC, 28. REVIEW: CENTRAL PERIOD OF CHRIST’S MINISTRY 


International Uniform Lesson 


Golden Text.—He that hath seen me hath seen the Father.—John 14: 9 

















The Lesson Applied 


By W. Irviag Carroll, D.D. 


The DEITY of Christ as seen in these lessons, 

following the “Golden Text.” 
First 

His power over inanimate NATURE! A spoken 
WORD! At once both his humanity and his deity! 

Mark 4:36-41, “A GREAT storm.” “ASLEEP 
on a pillow.” His humanity! Then, “Peace, be still.” 
“And there was a great calm.” His deity ! 

Second 

His power in the realm of HUMAN nature; the 
bodies of men! 

John 9: 1-6, “A man BORN blind.” “And he came 
SEEING.” John 9: 26-38, “Dost thou believe on the 
Son of God?” “Who IS he?” “It is HE that talk- 
eth with thee.” And the Lord Jesus accepted human 
WORSHIP! The man “worshipped him’! 

Third 

He performs a CREATIVE act! - 

John 6: 6-14, “Five loaves and two fishes”; by an 
unseen act of CREATION he feeds “five thousand 


men” f prepared and cooked, “as much as they 
would” ! is miracle is recorded in all the four 
Gospels ! 

Fourth 


He is TRANSFIGURED! The coy of his 
humanity falls aside and his inherent DEITY shines 
forth! 

Luke 9: 28-36, “The fashion of his countenance was 
altered.” “His face did shine as the SUN” (Matt. 17: 
2), “and his raiment white as the LIGHT.” And the 
voice of God, “This is MY beloved SON.” . 

Fifth 

He raised the DEAD! 

John 11: 33-44, “He hath been dead four days!” 
A corpse four days dead, ne makes ALIVE! By a 
word of sovereign authority “Lazarus, come forth.” 
“And he that was DEAD came forth.” And this in 
broad daylight, friends and enemies present! 

Sixth 

And ‘he not only possessed power himself, but he 
— power upon the Twelve, to work mir- 
acles i 

Matthew 10:1, 5-8, “He gave THEM power.” 
“Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, and 
cast out demons.” This was “definitely” a ministry 
to ISRAEL! “Go NOT,” but “Go rather” to Israel! 


Matthew 28: 18-20, “All power is given unto me! 
Go ye therefore and make DISCIPLES of ALL na- 
tions.” “And, lo, I am with you all the days.” 

MarsSHALL, TEX. 
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The Message of the Lesson 
By W. W. Rugh 
I. The Central Period of Christ’s Ministry 


URING this period of the ministry of Christ, 

his popularity, if we may use that term, at- 

tained its height, and then persecution set in, 
followed by his rejection by the leaders of Israel be- 
cause of envy. 

Lesson 1. Early in the beginning of his ministry of 
grace, our Lord chose twelve disciples to be with him, 
to be trained by him, and to be sent forth to tell others 
of him. He chose twelve, the number of the tribes of 
Israel, God’s governmental number with reference to 
Israel, in order that he might send them to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel. It is God’s purpose to 


bring the blessing of Abraham to the nations through ” 


Israel (Deut. 32:8). 

Lesson 2. The King’s sermon on the Mount set 
forth the principles of the kingdom. It revealed the 
laws of the kingdom, which are even now written in 
the hearts of believers, and will be written in the 
hearts of the subjects of the King, when he has es- 
tablished his righteous rule on the throne of David 
(Heb. 10:16; Jer. 31: 31-34; Isa. 9:6, 7; 32:1, 17). 

Lesson 3. When leaders of Israel closed their eyes 
against the infallible proofs of the deity of Christ, 
given them by his words and works, he changed his 
attitude and commented to speak in parables, begin- 
ning with 37, OM AMA® of the sower (Matt. 13:18). 
Thies httitude, manifest by his Spirit 
jf ones, throughout this age of 







Lesson Calendar for the Fourth Quarter 


1. October 5.—The Choice of the Twelve ...Matthew 10 : 1-8 
Golden Text: Matthew 10:8 
2, October 12.—The Sermon on the Mount ..Matthew 5 to 7 
Golden Text: Matthew 6: 10 
3- October 19.—The Parable of the Sower ...... Mark 4: 1-20 
Golden Text: Mark 4:14 
4. October 26.—The Stilling of the Storm ...Mark 4 : 35-41 
Golden Text: Mark 4:41 
5. November 2.—The Prodigal Son — World’s Temper- 
GNC] SUMS. o.oo esecSccccGedogivicesvssorves Luke 15 : 11-24 
Golden Text: Luke 15 : 18 


6. November. 9.—The Feeding of the Five Thousand 

John 6: 1-15 
Golden Text: John 6: 35 

gy. November 16.—Peter’s Confession ...... Matthew 16 : 13-20 

Golden Text: Matthew 16: 16 

8 Novembér 23.—The Transfiguration ...... Luke 9 : 28-36 
Golden Text: Luke 9 : 35 

9. November’ 30.—The Good Samaritan ...... Luke 10 : 25-37 
ms Golden Text: Luke 10 : 27 

10. December 7.—The Man Born Blind ........ John 9: 1-41 
Golden Text: John 9 : ag 

11. December 14.—The Raising of Lazarus ...... John 11 : 1-44 


Golden Text: John 11 : 25 
12, December 21.—The Conversion of Zacchaeus Luke 19 : 1-10 
tT, 
Golden Text: Luke 19 : 10 
Christmas Lesson — God's Gift to the World 
John 1 : 14-18; 3 : 16-21 
Golden Text: John 3 : 16 
13. December 28.—Review: Central Period of. Christ’s 
Ministry . 
Golden Text: John 14:9 








grace. All who receive the incorruptible seed of the 
Word of God by faith are born again (1 Pet. 1:23). 

Lesson 4. There has been many a storm in the heart 
of every believer during this age, but all who have 
come to the Master as his disciples did, have found 
that he was ready to hear their cry and still the storm 
of doubt and fear. This age of grace in which God is 
seeking a bride for his Son, through the preaching 
of the Gospel, will end in a great storm of judgment 
upon the unbelieving peoples of earth, when once the 
Church has been caught out. A storm of persecution 
will come upon the remnant of Israel who will not 
bow down to the Antichrist. For them the Lord will 
arise and quiet the storm, bringing peace to their 
troubled hearts (Zech. 12:10 to 13:1). 

Lesson 5. The selfish desires in the hearts of many 
Christians lead them to become prodigal sons before 
they learn to truly desire to enjoy the blessings of 
their Father’s house. 

Lesson 6. Your little lad’s lunch blessed and broken 
by the Lord, may be used to feed many more than five 
thousand. 

Lesson 7. The rock on which our faith rests for 
salvation is the same as that on which Peter’s faith 
rested which led him to confess that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God. The foundation for our faith, there- 
fore, is neither Peter nor his confession, but Chri 
(1 Cor. 3:11). 

Lesson 8. The transfigured Christ manifested his 
glory as the coming King, and the glory of his com- 
ing kingdom. 

Lesson 9. Since the good Samaritan has picked us 
up we may be used by him to pick others up who have 
been robbed by Satan, and we may also be used as 
innkeepers. 

Lesson to. A Christian who has been born blind can- 
not see the things which are unseen and eternal, but 
the things which are temporal, which are usually the 
faults in other Christians. 

Lesson 11. The Lord remained away from the home 
of Lazarus until he was dead in order that he might 
manifest his resurrection power by raising him from 
the dead. He does not manifest his resurrection power 
in believers until the self-life is crucified and buried. 

Lesson 12. The Son of God, as the “Word” reveals 
God to us in a way that meets every need of our hearts 
(Rom. 8:32; Col. 3:11). 


II. Review by Golden Texts 


Lesson r. “Freely ye received, freely give,” has ref- 
erence to our giving the Gospel, in prayer, in gifts, 
and in actual service by telling the glad tidings. 

Lesson 2. “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done,” 
will be the prayer of the Jewish remnant in the Great 
Tribulation. We pray, “Come quickly, Lord Jesus,” 
and look for his coming as our Bridegroom. 


Lesson 3. The sower soweth the Word, not Evo- 


lution. The preacher of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ is not a monkey, but a messenger of the living 

Lesson 4. The One whose voice is obeyed by the 
wind and the sea, is the One who holds the waters of 
the sea in the hollow of his hand, parts them, dries 
them ‘up, or stills them as he pleases. He makes a way 
for his redeemed to pass over, and drowns his enemies 
(Isa. 40: 12). 

Lesson é “I will arise and go to my father.” Is 
there any heart that can estimate the blessing the prod- 
igal would have enjoyed if he had always remained 
with his father? None but those who have. 


Lesson 6. “I am the bread of life” — enough to feed 
every hungry heart. But the husks and stones that 
the world gives are not the bread of life; that is Christ 
himself ministered to our hearts by the Holy Spirit. 


Lesson 7, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the liv-. 
ing God.” “He that believeth on the Son hath ever- 
lasting life.” Our salvation is dependent upon faith’ 
in the person of Jesus Christ as the Son of God, who 
“died for our sins according to the scriptures; and 

. rose again the third day according to the scrip-: 
tures,” 

Lesson 8 God commanded the disciples of Christ to: 
hear his Son, who had been transfigured before them, 
and he has himself given us the Gospel through Paul, 
in the book of Romans. ; 

Lesson 9. Love for God and love for our fellow: 
men are proofs of the new birth, — manifestations of 
the life of Christ within. 

Lesson ro. Opened eyes can behold Christ in the. 
Word of God from Genesis to Revelation. 

Lesson 11. Christ is all in all to us, our Saviour, 
our High Priest, our Resurrection, our Life. 

Lesson 12, Christ took his place here with us on 
earth as Son of man, that we might take our place 
with him in Heaven as sons of God. 


Ill. Devotional Reading 7 
Matthew 25:31-36. 


_This portion tells us of the Son of man coming in 
his glory to sit upon the throne of his glory, and of 
his judgment of the nations in Jerusalem. These will 
be the nations that are left after he has poured out 
his wrath during the Great Tribulation, a period of 
at least seven years (Rev. 6 to 18), and after he has 
destroyed Antichrist and the armies of the nations 
that will have gathered about Jerusalem just before he 
comes in glory (Rev. 19: 11-21). In this judgment 
of the nations, according to Matthew 25: 31-46, he 
will separate those who have been kind to “his breth- 
ren,” the Jews, from those who have treated them 
wickedly during the Great Tribulation. Those on the 
right hand, his sheep, will enter into millennial blessing 
with “his brethren,” the spared remnant of Israel, and 
those on his left hand will go away into everlasting 
fire, prepared for the Devil and his angels. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


Getting Started in Class 


By Howard A, Banks 


HE “Central Period of Christ’s Ministry” is some- 

times referred to as his “Year of Public Favor.” 
Dr. Stalker thinks that if our Lord had openly de- 
clared his Messiahship, it would have had the effect 
of inciting an uprising against Rome “among the ex- 
citable crowds, of rude Galileans,” while in Judea it 
would have resulted in a murderous attack upon his 
life by the bigoted ecclesiastics. 

But our Lord asserted and proved his Messiahship 
at this time by both his miracles and his teachings. 
The former were “signs” that his Father had sent 
him; they were the outflow of the divine fulness which 
dwelt in him, and they were “symbols of his spiritual 
and saving work. . .. When he healed bodily blindness, 
it was a type of the healing of the inner eye; when 
he raised the dead, he meant to suggest that he was 
the Resurrection and the Life in the spiritual world 
as well.” The miracles attuned the ear of the nation 
to hear his wondrous words. These: would not equal 
in volume more than half a dozen ordinary sermons, 
yet they are “the most precious literary heritage of 
the human race.” 

His teachings amazed his hearers with their author- 
ity, boldness, power, and graciousness. 
was also notable for the organization of the apostolic 
college, the twelve who were, at Pentecost, to usher 
in the age of the Gospel of grace being taken from 
the Jowliest walks of life. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and 
searching character. They are written by more than 
half a dozen members of The Sunday School Times 
staff, — Dean W. W. Rugh, Dr. Howard A. Banks, Dr. 
W. Irving Carroll, Professor Charles Calvert Ellis, Mrs. 
S. H. Askew, Wade C. Smith, and the Associate Editor 
of the Times, John W. Lane, Jr. Have you tried as- 
signing some of the questions to different members of 
your class, and letting them see whether they can dis- 
cover the answers as given in the following issue? 


OW many of the Quarter’s lessons have to do with 
H the doings, and how many with the teachings of 
Jesus? PF 
2. How is the deity of the Lord emphasized in the lessons? 
3. How many of the lessons are based upon parables? 

4. Which of the lessons give us two of the greatest stories 
of all literature? 

5s. Which one of the Quarter’s lessons shows our Lord 
in a manner giving a hint of his heavenly glory? 

6. Which lesson most clearly shows the human side of 
our Lord? 

7. Which lesson shows our Lord as the greatest preacher 
of all time? 

8. Which lessons best demonstrate our Lord’s use of 
illustrations in teaching? 

9. Which lesson best shows our Lord as both human and 
divine? : 

10. What striking prohibition was there in the sending 
forth of the Twelve in Lesson 1? 

11. The Sermon on the Mount is the title of one of the 
lessons; how many chapters in Matthew are taken up with 
this sermon? Name them. 

12. Is there anything peculiar as to where the phrase 
“The kingdom of heaven” occurs in the New Testament? 

13. Where does Christ first mention the Church? 

14. Does Christ imply that what he calls “my church” 
was then in existence? 

1s. What was the great theme of Christ’s message? 

16. What impression did his teachings and miracles make 
upon the people? 

17. What form of speech did Christ most resort to, and 
for what two reasons? 

18. Why did Christ not select any of the great Jewish 
ecclesiastical leaders for the apostolate? 

19. What was the great purpose for which Christ said he 
came? 

20. What is revealed of our Lord in his deeds — during this 
central period of his public ministry? 

at. What do we find out about him from his words during 
this same period? 

22, What were the two prevailing attitudes towards our 
Lord at this time in his life? 

23. What habit had Jesus that brought him relief from 
all this intense life and the opposing demands upon him? 

24. What climax was reached in this central period of 
Christ’s ministry? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


” 
The Busy Men’s Review 


By William H. Ridgway 


Lesson 1.—The Choice of the Twelve. The giv- 
ing of authority to the disciples was one of the dis- 
tinguishing features of Christianity. Authority usu- 
ally tarries for the undertaker and Efficiency often 
also waits on Authority. In classes with business men 
this should have been some lesson and perhaps worth 
going back to. The “Second Coming Cranks (?) 
also were in this lesson and we wanted to know what 
there is to fight about in pre and postmillennialism. 
How many of you learned that little flower of poetry 
that was picked from the Y. W. C. A. yard at Atlantic 
City? 


Lesson 2—The Sermon on the Mount. The place 
of, secret prayer as a help for the prevailing prayer 
was the start of this lesson. This whole lesson, you 
may remember, was one on the kind of praying that 
produces results. The praying that takes a bunch of 
Sunday-school working men right through hard times 
with the usual three square meals a day and pie on 
Sunday and brings them out, some two hundred and 
fifty of them, fat and sleek. Forgiveness of real and 
supposed injuries the hall-mark of the genuine Chris- 
tian. Salvation only on these terms. Reference, Jesus 
and Stephen. 


Lesson 3.—The Parable of the Sower. Lady Astor 
said, “What the world needs is more sowers.” Jesus 
said, “The Sower is the Sgn of man.” Jesus expects 
every disciple to be a Christ. This was the argument 
of the lesson, whether you got it or not in the con- 
templating of the various sort of grounds. We had 
to get a little personal to get down where we all pretty 
much live,—as is Billy Sunday’s method to produce 
results. All things that amount to much have to be 
cultivated. The ears among the rest. The ear cannot 
hear God until the heart is cultivated to love God. 
This ought to have been a great lesson everywhere. 
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Lesson 4.—The Stilling of the Storm. “The Devil 
does not take any vacation,” has been a favorite stone 
to throw at the tired preacher in the country parish 
when he takes a few days off to relieve the strain. 
Jesus rested. And the Devil takes a “seasonable” va- 
cation, as you find when you read Christ’s temptations. 
It was in this lesson that attention was called to the 
fact that Jesus calls us his brother and the whole fam- 
ily. 

Lesson 5.—The Prodigal Son (Temperance Lesson). 
Richard Cobden’s motto that. he hung in his office, 
CHARACTER Counts, should have stuck to every fel- 
low who was in class the day this lesson was treated. 
No man has ever come into success by virtue of the 
Hog Pasture or by the Far Country route. After a 
man is “cleaned out” he usually comes to himself. 
Our brother’s way of putting it is, “Some wit a fellow 
gets from his mother and some he buys.” While 
John Barleycorn is dead his ghost still walks with the 
Brewers, Bootleggers, and the Idle Rich. The great 
body of Americans, both master and man, are “dry” 
and determined to stay “dry.” 


Lesson 6.—The Feeding of the Five Thousand. It 
is a great thing, and it means power when a man 
knows just exactly what to do. The business man :who 
knows i what to do is the man who builds up the 
successful enterprise. God will tell his folks what to 
do if they ask him. We swung from Whittier’s bare- 
foot boy to Herbert Hoover, although we never men- 
tioned Whittier, but just thought “Quaker.” ““Hoover,” 
“the starving-world” feeder, God selected from where 
“loaves and fishes” boys are grown. This lesson is 
never complete without gathering » the crumbs, that 
nothing be wasted. Dr. Price will tell you there is 
joy as well as wealth in “waste material.” ; 


Lesson 7.—Peter’s Confession. Yes, I know you 
liked this lesson. We all did. I think it was because 
we all feel we are very much like Peter. The three 
great points we made were: First.—The mud founda- 
tion now being laid for character in some educational 
institutions. Our wonderful beneficient civilization 
reared upon lies? Second.—Flesh and blood never re- 
veals (unveils) anything. Inventions made outside 
their line. Third—The wonderful but simple combina- 
tion of the keyless lock that swings the gates of pearl. 
“Remember me.” Every man has the combination and 
can pass it on. -Some lesson — well, we should say! 


Lesson 8.—The Transfiguration. Heaven seems to 
delight in recording itself upon the human face. It 
was not said so.in the lesson, but really hell delights 
to do the same. Would you have the evidence? 
around you. What do the folks over in the Other 
Land look like? Will baby still be baby, and grand- 
pop still be poor old lame, rheumatic, half blind, tooth- 
less, hairless, shuffling grandpop?. This Corner didn’t 
believe it. “Like him,” a perfect young athlete of 
thirty. But if you differ we won’t start another de- 
nomination. Some of us, like Paul, hear “unspeak- 
able words which it is not lawful for a man to utter.” 


Lesson 9.—The Good Samaritan. The widening of 
the circle of communication by the advancement of 
electrical science has made the whole world a great 
neighborhood. And in some classes the radio fans no 
doubt did most of the talking. It is indeed a fascinat- 
ing subject. Then we had the “side steppers” and 
showed that the Christian Church with all its faults 
never side-stepped human misery. “You're a better 
man than I am, Gunga Din” brought. us right up 
against this burning subject of race hatred which makes 
so much misery in the world. 


Lesson 10.—The Man Born Blind. This was the 
first lesson the “Busy Man” wrote for The Sunday 
School Times and which put him in the Corner for 
these seventeen years and has made him: thousands of 
friends all over the wide world. And all because men 
do not think alike, as the fellow who had the wife 
remarked. There is no power to do great things apart 
from God. That is why heathenism has been barren. 
You can’t name a great invention that has come from 
heathendom. Young men go through the world with 
blinded eyes, and so in the end land in the ditch. Re- 


ligion, Prosperity, and Honor dance around them un- 
observed. : 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons 


for 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 


a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


First Quarter 
. January 4.—Christ’s Triumphal Entry :.Luke 19 : 29-44 
. January 11.—The Last Judgment ....Matthew 25 : 31-46 
. January 18—The Lord’s Supper Luke 22 : 7-30 
. January 25—Jesus Comforts His Disciples. John 14 : 1-31 
February 1.—The Vine and the Branches ..John 15: 1-27 
. February 8.—Christ’s Intercessory Prayer. Jokn 17 : 1-26 
. February 15.—Jesus in Gethsemane ..... Mark 14 : 32-42 
. February 22—Good Citizenship. (Temperance 
RUMMY: 655 es kes eck cas OUSEWN cs th deceek Romans 13: 1-14 
9. March 1.—Christ Before Pilate ........ Matthew 27 : 11-31 
to. March 8.—The Saviour on the Cross ....Luke 23 : 33-46 
11. March 1ts5—Our Lord’s Resurrection ...... John 20: 1-18 
12. March 22.—The Forty Days and the Ascension 
’ Luke 24 : 18-53 
13. March 29.—C€losing Period of Christ’s Ministry. 


Su aurenn 





DECEMBER 13, 1924 


Lesson 11.—The Raising of s. Jesus was 
always the spoiler of the funeral. He didn’t like them. 
I wonder how many of us have our specification for 
a real Christian in mind — and afe one or a near-one. 
Have you been“a mother’s helper since you got this 
lesson three ‘weeks ago? Well, Jesus loves all his 
friends and is no respecter of persons. Friendship and 
thanksgiving are the two scarcest and most valuable 
jewels that can crown a life. Lots of men and wo- 
men, yea, Christian folks, never as much as really and 
truly thank God for the ample meals that are daily 
spread. That is how scarce real thanksgiving is. 


Lesson 12.—The Conversion of Zaccheus. While 
this lesson is too recent to be used much in the Review, 


we must boil it down to make the complete dozen of | 


concentrates. The Corner hopes many a minister got 
a sermon start in the vernacular. Jesus calls where 
the “Quality” never leaves cards. When all the world 
is down on you Jesus will be up on you: In this les- 
son we meet eee old “Rich Brad,” the fellow who 
took his eye off the furrow and dropped the plow han- 
dies. The fellow who is the hardest to reach and save. 
And so now here’s to you for a Happy New. Year. 
CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Review.—A Law of Learning and of Teaching. 











HE Review this time is “a new view’ of what 
4 “Jesus began both to do and teach” in the central 
period of his ministry. The Quarter has given ‘us a 
series of events in which Christ was the central figure, 
and a series of teachings of which he is the author. 
The sending forth of- his disciples was followed by a 
number of doings in which the supernatural charac- 
ter of the Lord shone forth. He showed his power 
over nature in the stilling of the tempest, over ma- 
terial things in the feeding of the five thousand, and 
over disease and death in the case of the man born 
blind and in the raising of Lazarus from the dead. The 
confession of Peter and the fransfiguration are but 
two different testimonies to the deity that manifested 
itself in these evidences of supernatural power. 

The teachings of this period are among the most 
important that-have come down to us, and it will be 
helpful not only to review them, but to locate them in 
the career of the Master. The Christmas lesson ties 
itself up definitely with the deity of the Lord, being 
the story of the incarnation of him who later mani- 
fested forth his power and his glory among men. In 
the didactic discourse of the Sermon on the Mount, 
and in the more picturesque and illustrative teaching 
about the Sower, the Prodigal Son, and the Good Sa- 
maritan we have some of the profoundest truth of 
all time and two at least of the greatest stories of 
the world, freighted with spiritual messages for all 
who have ears to hear. This record of what Jesus 
did and what he taught in this period of his earthly 
life is worthy of fuller meditation ere we go on into 
the shadow of the cross. 

HunrtTINnGpon, Pa. 


Prophecy in This Lesson 
By Lewis Sperry Chafer 


PROPHECY. concerning the coming of Christ into 
the world is in two main divisions: (1) That 
which relates to his first advent, and (2) that which re- 
lates to his second advent. As has been pointed out 
in the lessons of the previous Quarter, the prophets 
did not see this distinction (1 Pet. 1:10, 11), though 
they gave expression to both lines of truth. No bet- 
ter illustration of this will be found than the prophetic 
message of Isaiah 61:1, 2. In this prediction it is not 
difficult to distinguish those events which were fulfilled 
at the first advent, and those yet to be fulfilled at the 
second advent. : 

In the lessons of this Quarter, Christ’s teachings 
concerning three ages, or periods of time, have been 
presented: (1) He vindicated his time and position 
under the law of Moses and he kept that law to its 


_last demand, (2) he anticipated the conditions and 


aws which are to govern in his coming kingdom on 
-+he earth, and (3) he announced his death and resur- 
rection with revelations of those glories of zrace 
which were to be made possible through his death 
and resurrection and which obtain in this present age. 
The lessons of this Quarter have been more particu- 
larly of the yet future kingdom,—its laws and its 
conditions. Two themes are most important in the 
kingdom revelation — the Sermon on the Mount, and the 
Transfiguration. Likewise, in the revelation concerning 
this present age, two themes are most important — 
the Parable of the Sower, and the confession of Peter 
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Lesson for December 28 


Review 


and deeds of Christ which have been 
studied later, should have served to make 
clear the vital distinctions between the 
first and second advents, between three 
periods of time, and between the Mosaic 
system, the Church, and the Kingdom. 


Dattas, TEx. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 

tions for this department; one dollar is 

paid for each illustration accepted, an 
twe dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of the lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, willpbe sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be: rejected by. the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 

Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.' an 

Illustrations on other verses than 
Golden Text are specially desired, though 
some on the Golden Text are also needed. 


God’s Love.—He that hath seen me 
hath seen the Father (Golden Text). A 
woman, a Christian, but very despondent, 
was listening to her pastor who was try- 
ing to help her. She was holding her | 
child in her arms. He said, “You will 
let your child drop!” “Oh, no,” said the 
mother, “I couldn’t; why, if I did it 
would dash his life out.” “Well, now, 
said the minister, “do you not think 
is as good as you are? God will not let 
you drop.”—From DeWitt Talmage. Sent 
by W. A. James, Toronto, Can. Prize 
illustration. 

How He Knew Him.—He that hath 
seen me hath seen the Father (Golden 
Text). Doctor William Spurgeon of 
Wales was once lecturing in a city in 
Scotland. After the lecture an old gen- 
tleman of polished manner approached 
him and said, “Dr. Spurgeon, I am glad 
to meet you. I am the father of Henry 
Drummond.” “Oh, then,” said Dr. Spur- 
geon, “I already know you, for I know 
your son so well.”—From Forward. Sent 
by Grace Maxwell, Newton, N. J. 


Burne-Jones’ Conviction.—He , that 
hath seen me hath seen the Father 
(Golden Text). Writing a few months 
before his death to Sir Wyke Bayliss, 
P.R.B.A., Sir Edward Burne-Jones said: 
“The more I remember such efforts as 
I have made to express the fage of Christ 
the more discontented I am with them. 
I do not think there is one which can 
be looked upon as anything but a failure.” 
—Sent by W. R. Clark, Redruth, Eng. 


Treasured Clothing.—Naked and ye 
clothed me (v. 36). A Russian legend 
tells of a poor serf who on a bitter night 
passed a soldier on guard. The sentinel’s 
teeth were chattering with cold. “Man,” 
said the serf, “you shiver,— you are 
freezing; take my coat.” Long years 
after this the seri came up to Heaven’s 
gate. He saw Christ, and said, “Master, 
you have on my coat.” “Ay,” said Jesus, 
“I have worn it ever since thou gavest 
it to me on that cold night.”—From “ 
Quiver of Arrows,’ by D. J. Burrell. 
Sent by W. Haslam, Blackburn, Lanca- 
shire, Eng. 


Forgetting and Remembering.—/ was 
sick, and ye visited me (v. 36). A man 
had been asked why he invariably fol- 
lowed a well-known man into the most 
uncomfortable situations, and he replied :\ 
“All the years I have known So-and-so, 
I’ve never known him to say whether he 
was cold or hot, wet or dry, sick or well, 
but I’ve never. known him to forget a 
man who was.”—From Rudyard Kipling, 
in the Christian Advocate. Sent by W. J. 
Hart, D.D., Sandy Creek, N. Y. 


Unsoiled.—Just as the sea-fowl plung- 
ing in the miry water comes up unde- 
filed because its wing is oiled and burn- 
ished and the filth around cannot adhere 
to it, so the Lord, Jesus passed through 
the powers 0ofy37, gmmss and the allure- 
ments cAath sam i all the evil that 

- was proof inst 
é prince of this 
nothing in me.” 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we thank thee for the way in which we have 
been permitted to see thee, as revealed in 
the written Word, in these last few months 
of our studies. We rejoice that thou didst 
choose plain men to train them for thy serv- 
ice. We thank thee for those crisis hours 
in which thy: power was shown forth. We 
thank thee with grateful hearts for show- 
ing to us the story of a father’s love. Thou 
didst have compassion upon the multitude as 
thou didst give them food for body and for 
spirit, and thou didst permit some of thy 
followers to see thee in thy transfigured 
glory, and to have this witness to thy Son- 
ship with the Father. Lord Jesus, sinoe thou 
didst open the eyes of the man born blind, we 
pray thee that thou wilt touch any spiritually 
blind eyes that thers may be in this school 
to-day, and that thou wilt raise from spirit- 
ual death any who are not yet in fellowship 
with thyself. We thank thee that thou art 
the resurrection and the life, and that thou 
art God’s best gift to the world. May we 
yield ourselves to thee in simple trust this 
day. ‘In thy dear name. en. 


A Word to the Superintendent.—As a 
part of the Review exercises it would be 
suggestive and perhaps very revealing to 
ask, a week in advance, two of the young 
people to tell the school in ten-minute 
papers on Review Sunday, the story in 
one paper, of Jesus’ principal teachings 
in this Quarter, and then in a second 
paper, the story of the miracles that he 
performed After the two papers have 
been read, the superintendent could take 


God | the lesson for November i6th on Peter’s 


confession, describe the scene, and tell 
why Peter’s confession was important 
aed central, and what it would mean to- 
day for every one of us to take the same 
stand that he took, and how necessary it 
is that we should. It does matter what 
one believes concerning Christ, and the 
superintendent can make that plain by 
showing the importance of Peter’s con- 
fession. There is so much talk just 
now about the comparative unimportance 
of belief, and the great importance of 
one’s way of life, that this very central 
lesson in the Quarter offers an excep- 
tional opportunity~to the superintendent 
to e clear the foundation importance 
of belief ‘as that out of which life grows. 
It does matter what we believe., For 
those who would like to utilize the plan 
of a written Review, the questions to be 
dictated from the desk, and answered in 


writing by such part of the school as 
may be called upon for the written Re- 
view, the following questions are sug- 
gested: 


1. Name as many of the twelve apos- 
tles as you can, 


2. Tell in your own words the parable 
of the sower. 


3. Describe the stilling of the storm on 


. 


the sea of Galilee. 


4. What is it in the story of the Prodi- 
gal Son that has helped you most? 


5. Describe the feeding of the five 
thousand. 


6. What was Peter’s confession, and 
why. is it important to decide what one 
believes about Christ? 


7. What apostles were with Jesus at 
the time of the transfiguration, and who, 
not apostles, appeared with him? 


8. What are some of the qualities of 
a good neighbor, and what does the par- 
able of the Good Samaritan teach about 
neighborliness ? 


- 9. Tell what Jesus did for the man 
born blind, and what the man said to his 
friends afterwards. 


10. What was the name of the man 
whom Jesus raised from the dead, and 
what were the names of his two sisters? 

PHILADELPHIA. 


"4 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“T walk with the King.” 

“Beulah land.” 

“You may have the joybells.” 

“Bring them in.” 

“When love shines in.” 

“More about Jesus.” 

“Take time to be holy.” 

“Make me a captive, Lord.” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 


music, including also som. other 
Scripture, “Bible Songs . 4," published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 
“O God, Our Help” (178 : 1-5). 

Psalm 90: 1-6, 12, 14. 
“Thy Word and Works” (248 : 1-3). 

Psalm 119 : 89-93, 98-100, 105. 

“The King of Glory” (51 : 1-3). 

Psalm 24:1, 2, 7-10. 
“Great Peace” (252: 1-3). Psalm 119 : 161-168. 


“Bible Alphabets and Memory Work” 
for Primary and Junior grades, 25 cts. 


parts of 





The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 
Review 


SAY fellows, during the past Quarter, 
J we have studied five great incidents 
in the life of our Lord: The Choosing of 
the Twelve, The Sermon on the Mount, 
Peter’s Confession, The Transfiguration, 
and The Talk with Nicodemus. We have 
considered three of our Lord’s greatest 
ee: The Sower, The Prodigal, and 

‘he Good Samaritan.. We have seen 
him in the working of four miracles: 
Stilling the Tempest, Feeding the Five 
Thousand, Giving Sight to the Man 
Born Blind, and Raising Lazarus from 
the Dead. 

Now, recalling the ways in which we 
approached these lessons, let me suggest 
to you a keyword, or phrase for each one 
of them, and you tell me the rest. 

No. 1. Choice. Selection. The Mas- 

ter is selecting his true followers to-day. 
Are you one of these? Why? What is 
your best qualification for it? 
_ No. 2. Prayer. The silence room. What 
is the use of prayer? What things did 
our Lord emphasize as most important 
about prayer? 

No. 3. Soil. Big crops. Hard ground, 
Stony ground. Thorns and wen Fer- 
— Yielded life. Fruit, a hundred- 

old. 

No. 4. A raging lion. 
raging storm.. A master. Storms in the 
life. Temptation overcome. The Mas+ 
ter on board. 

No. 5. A great discovery. He came 
Which led to a greater dis- 
covery —the Father’s love. 

No. 6. Power. The source of power. 
The uses of power. The powers we pos- 
sess. The possibilities of these powers, 
plus Christ. 

No. 7. The best automobile. How do 
you know the good points of a car? What 
enables you to convince others about it? 
What do you know about Jesus Christ? 
How do you learn him? What enables 
you to convince others about him? 


No. 8. His croix de guerre. What are 
top and bottom of real nobility? What 
was the exalted glory of Christ? What 
was his glory bending low? 

No. 9. “Good.” What is it that lifts 
a person or a thing into the “Good” class? 
Is everything that “gets by” good? What 
do you and I owe the world? What do 
we owe to God? 

No. 10. “Blind Obedience.” 
essary? When? Who has a right to de- 
mand it? Why? What result may be 
expected in a life that obeys God without 
question ? 

No. 11. Death. No terror. No sting. 
Why? What death is far more to be 
feared than physical death? Who has 
power to prevent it? How? Why? 

No, 12. A rare gift. Jesus. Most 
needed. Why? Most costly.’ How? 
Most satisfying. When? Most compre- 
hensive. Explain. The greatest love 
gift. By whom? To whom? 

Greenssoro, N. C. 


Your Class of Girls — 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


A master, A 


Is it nec- 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. What Jesus did, in this “central” 
year. 


z. What Jesus said, in this same pe- 
riod. 











“ HAT you are thunders so loudly 

in my ears that I cannot hear what 
you say” does not apply to the Lord 
Jesus, for what he was and did was in 
such complete accord with what he said 
that we can almost hear him speaking’ 
through his deeds, and certainly we see 
him at work in all his words. Your girls 
will feel the force of this truth if you 
will help them to gather up the lessons 
of this past Quarter under two heads: 
(1) What Jesus Did, and (2) What 
Jesus Said. Use your blackboard for the 
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results, as well as their notebooks. As- 
sign to certain ones study under the first 
of these headings, to the others under 
the second heading, and see which side 
can bring the most interesting findings 
to class. 

1. What are some of the wonderful 
things Jesus did in this the central year of 
his public ministry? He chose his twelve 
apostles for training, most of whom. had 
been his close disciples for some time 
previous to this final appointment; he 
stilled that storm on Galilee, bringing 
peace to the wind and waves but fear 
to the hearts of those whom he saved at 
the evidence of such unearthly power; 
he gave still greater evidence of his cre- 
atorship of all nature in feeding many 
thousands with five little cakes of bread 
and two small fishes; he gave a glimpse 
of his heavenly glory to the chosen three, 
as he talked familiarly with two from 
that “Eternal Shore” on the “mount of 
transfiguration” ; he gave sight. and salva- 
tion to a man born blind; he raised from 
the grave itself his dead friend, Lazarus. 
Ask your girls what dominant trait they 
can trace in each one of these most 
mighty deeds — will they find his perfect 
insight into human nature, his supreme 
control over material nature, his un- 
broken touch with heavenly nature? 

2. And what did Jesus say, during this 
same time? And what do we find about 
him in such words? . We must head this 
list with that never-yet-exhausted “Ser- 
mon on the Mount,” every line of which 
is a word of wisdom beyond man’s con- 
ception; then that gem of the parables, 
the sower and the “soils” which receive 
the seed of the Word; the most loved of 


all the stories ever Jesus told, the “prodi- | [ 


gal” son and his loving father; the rev- 
elation of his coming sufferings to those 
who had just confessed their faith in him 
as the Son of God; the world’s guide 
in all its altruism in the story of the d 
Samaritan; and last (if you followed the 
suggestions of this column), his own 
words concerning himself as “the light 
of the world” which would bring “the 
light of life” .to all who followed him. 
(Quote exact words —climax phrases — 
of Jesus in each instance.) Which will 
impress your girls more? It will be in- 
teresting to see, but it will be blessed to 
know that they cannot look upon these 
two pictures of their Saviour, drawn from 
God’s own Word and not know him bet- 
ter and love him better. 


Home Study 


Learn by heart the very words of Jesus 
which have interested you most — to keep 
for your own. 


Decatur, Ga, 
_# 


For Teachers of Children | 


By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


Note by ithe Editor.—With this lesson Mrs. 
Bryner concludes twenty-two years of continuous 
writing on the Uniform Lessons for The Sunday 

ool Times family. As she lays down this long 
continued and greatly blessed ministry, The Sun- 
day School Times would express the gratitude of 
the staff and a countless host of readers for what 
she has so faithfully done in counseling workers 


with children. A Primary Teachers’ lesson article |. 


of a somewhat different character will be con- 
tinued here, commencing next week, as announced 
elsewhere in this issue of the Times. 


EVIEW.—Following the Christmas 
story of last Sunday, to-day’s Review 
will tefl about things that Jesus said and 
did. He was a good boy who grew in 
wisdom and stature and in favor with 
God and men. When he grew up and 
went about doing good he needed helpers, 
so he chose twelve men to be his com- 
panions. People call them disciples or 
apostles. 
“These are the twelve apostles’ names:— 
Peter and Andrew, John and James; 
Two pairs of brothers, who lived by the sea, 
Jesus said unto them, Follow me! 
James, the less, and Jude were called, too, 
Philip and Bartholomew, 
Matthew, and Thomas, who doubted the 


word, 
Simon, and Judas, who sold his Lord.” 


These were partners in Jesus’ work. 
He said to them, Freely ye have received, 
freely give. 

One time they gathered on the moun- 
tain side with others who came to listen. 
ra gave to them the Sermon on the 

ount, which begins with the Blesseds 
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(repeat those about the Pure in Heart 
and the Peacemakers).’ 

They said to Jesus, Lord, teach us to 
pray; Jesus taught the Lord’s Prayer 
(repeat it as a prayer). As Jesus told 
them how to live he gave the Golden 
Rule (repeat Matt. 7:12). Day by day 
their lives became richer because of the 
things which Jesus gave to them— not 
in money, because he did not have much 
of that, but he made them richer in their 
heart gardens as he told them stories, 
such as the sower and the seed planted 
in his garden. 

“My heart is God’s little garden, 

Where I plant the seeds of love, 

They grow when I’m kind and gentle, 

While God watches all from above. 


“My heart is God’s little garden, 
And the fruits I shall bear each day 
Are the things he shall see me doing 
And the words he shall hear me say.” 


Sometimes these disciple friends saw 
Jesus’ power. Do you remember that 
evening when a storm arose on the Sea 
of Galilee and frightened them? They 
woke Jesus who spoke to the wild, raging 
sea. The disciples said, Even the winds 
and the waves obey him. 

Another time they saw Jesus’ power 
when he fed five thousand hungry men, 
besides women and children, using the 
lad’s gift of five small loaves and two 
fishes. 

They often saw Jesus’ kindness to many 
who were sick or sorrowful. That was 
why Peter said to him one day, Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the Living God. 
They saw not only Jesus’ power and 


eT 





kindness but his glory, when some of 
them climbed the high mountain together. 

They saw his love as he helped all kinds 
of people, when he gave sight to the blind 
man, when he comforted Mary and Mar- 
tha, the sisters of Lazarus — and he even 
gave new life to Lazarus. 

Jesus wanted everybody to know about 
his love and to understand what it is like 
and that he loved all the world, so one 
day he spoke of himself by a new name 
wher he said, I am the Good Shepherd 
—the Good Shepherd giveth his life for 
the sheep. He wants to be a Good Shep- 
herd to each of us. Repeat in closing, 
The Lord is my Shepherd, or sing, 

“Saviour, like a shepherd, lead us, 
Much we need thy tender care.” 


PeortA, ILL. 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the Lesson of December 21) 
1. John 20:31, first “That ye might be- 


licve that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of ; 
God,” second “And that believing ye might | 


have life through his name.” 
2. He is the utterance (declaration) of God. 


3. Genesis 3:8 speaks of God walking in } 


the Garden of Eden, in “the cool of the day” 
and speaking to Adam and Eve, as if it were 
his custom, so that they were expecting it, 
on that sad day of theif sin. 

4. From that day when Adam and Eve 
tried to hide from that voice in their garden 
to the night the shepherds heard the angel 
speak over Bethlehem’s hills fear has often 
filled men’s hearts at the realization of the 
immediate presence of God 








The Little Jetts Use the Review Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith «rye rittic jer Telling Bible Stories” 
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5- Jacob “was afraid’ when he waked at 
Bethel. Isaiah was dismayed when he saw 
the Lord “high and lifted up in the temple.” 
Unto both Zacharias and Mary, Gabriel’s 
first words had to be, “Fear not,” when he 
came to’them with a message directly from 
God. The shepherds were “sore afraid.” 

6. Noah, Abraham, Moses, Joshua, Sam- 
uel, Saul (of Tarsus), John the Apostle, 
while expressing true humility were not 
afraid in the nearness of that presence, 

7. “No man hath seen God [himself] at 
any time’ — save as he was “declared” by 
his Son, the only begotten. 

8. John 17:5. 

9. The word “So.” 

to. Because there was no word in the lan- 
guage, deep enough, tender enough, strong 
enough, comprehensive enough, to express it. 

11. He chose” his only begotten Son, whose 
life, death, and resurrection were the only 
means by which his love could be expressed. 

12. No, words are inadequate; only a yielded 
life will express it. 

13- Yes. Note the word “perish.” 

14. One hundred times. Though the same 
word is rendered “commit” in the American 
Version and “trust” in the Revised Version in 
Tohn 2: 24, making one hundred and one times. 

15. Psalm 2:12; Proverbs 30 : 4. 

16. Isaiah 9:6, “A son is given: ... and 
his name shall be called . . . the Mighty 
God.” 


17. From condemnation (Rom. 8 : 1). 

18. Nothing (John 3: 18). 

19. Greater darkness (Matt. 6 : 23). 

20. Numbers 24:17, “a star’; Isaiah 9: 2, 
“a great light”; Isaiah 49:6, “‘a light to the 
Gentiles”; Isaiah 60:1 and 3, “thy light,” 
“the brightness of thy rising’; Malachi 4: 
2, “the sun of righteousness”; Luke 1 : 78, 
79, “the dayspring from on high ... to 
shine.” 

at. John 8: 12. 

22. Yes. All have sinned, and naturally 


; hate the light. 


23. No, it was not. Acts 7:55, 56 Stephen, 
when dying: “Saw the glory. of God and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God.” 
1 Timothy 2:5, “The man Christ Jesus.” 
Acts 1:11, “This same Jesus shall so come.” 


24. Hebrews 13:5, 8. 
+3 


An Inexpensive Library on 
The Life of Christ 


IX books or booklets are specially 
«J recommended as an adequate and well 
balanced, yet inexpensive, little library 
for teachers on the nine months’ lessons 
on the life of Christ which continue un- 
til next April. 

The books may be purchased from The 
Sunday School Times Company, Phila- 
delphia, separately at the prices given, 
or at a special price of $3, postpaid, for 
the set of six (including the cloth edi- - 
tion of “What is the Gospel ?”). 


The Life of Jesus Christ. By James Stalker. 
A thoroughly usable volume on the Life of 
Christ, giving an orderly historical account, 
with practical and devotional applications. 
90 cents. ; 

Historical Charts of the Life and Ministry 
of Christ. With an outline harmony of the 
Gospels. By George E. Croscup. The dis- 
tinctive feature of this work is found in the 
two sheets of folding colored charts bound 
in at the back of the book. These charts 
make visible and real the earthly life of our 
Lord by localizing its historical facts and 
features, which are harmonized with the 
Gospel story thereof, thus helpfully con- 
necting time, place, and event. Harmony 
and charts are interdependent, and make up 
the author’s “visible method” of teaching 
history and applying it to the Gospel narra- 
tives. $1.25. 

Chart of Christ’s -Journeyings. By C. E. 
Arnold, A.M. Four clear outline journey 
maps, showing the various periods of Jesus’ 
ministry, with the events, and the location 
of the Scripture passages in parallel columns. 
Pocket size. 25 cents. 

Outline Harmony of the Gospels. By Pro- 
fessor Matthew Brown Riddle. Shows the 
events of the Gospel story, places, and dates, 
and location in each Gospel, in parallel col- 
umns. 1§ cents. 

How to Study the Four Gospels. The last 
published work of the greatly beloved Dr. 
W. H. Griffith Thomas, giving suggestions 
for study, analyses af each Gospel, and other 
helpful material. 25 cA 


on Why Men are 
What is Salvation 
Victorious Life. £7 
cents. . ‘ 
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Lesson 65. December 28. 








The Whole Bible Lesson Course 


Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 
Judah’s Downfall and Captivity.—2 Kings 24, 25 


Golden Text.—Righteousness exalteth a nation ; but sin is a reproach 
to any people.—Prov. 14: 34 














Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of ‘‘ Whole Bible Les- 
sons’’ on the Old Testament, running from 
October 7, 1923 to March 29, 1925, and giv- 
ing lesson titles and Scripture references 
only, may be had from The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadel- 
phia, at 3 cents a copy, or $2 a hundred. 


Ninth Period—Captivity 


(Note.—The events gonnected with The 
Captivity and The Restoration are so in- 
termingled that it is difficult to separate 
them. However, under the period of The 
Captivity would properly come Lessons 
71 and 72 (Book of Esther), Lesson 76 
(Daniel). . Lessons 66, 67, and 68 which 
while oceurring during The.Captivity, yet 
are the beginning of The Restoration, we 
have included under the Tenth Period.) 


Tenth Period—Restoration 
66. Jan. 4—Two Decrees of Cyrus and 
Darius Ezra 1-5 
67. Jan. 11.—Confirmation of Decrees, Ezra 6-10 
68. Jan. 18—Nehemiah’s Call ...Nehemiah 1-3 
69. Jan. 25.—Restoration ‘of Walls of Jeru- 
salem Nehemiah 4-7 
go. Feb. 1.—Restoration of the Law 
Nehemiah 8-13 
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How to Master This Lesson 


By Frank W. Lange 


’ Registrar of the Evangelical Theological 
College of Dallas, Texas 
Introduction 
O* THE four kings who succeeded 

Josiah (23:29, 30), three were his 
sons and one a grandson; two came to 
the throne by the will of the people (see 
. Deut. 17:15), reigned three months each 
and were replaced at the will of their 
conquerors by. vassal. kings. Nebuchad- 
nezzar captured Jerusalem three times 
(24:1, 11; 25:1) within twenty years. 

Historical Setting 

The age-long conflict of the people of 
the Nile and the Euphrates was being 
decided in thé latter’s favor (24:7). The 
Jews inclined, now to one and now to 
the other (24:1, 20). God, merging all 
kingdoms into a succession of world 
monarchies (Jer. 27:4-8; Dan. 2: 37- 
45), was setting the stage f6r his Church 
(Acts 1:8) and his kingdom (Acts 15: 
14-17). 

Geography ; 

Three times did groups of captives trav- 
erse the nine hundred weary miles north 
to the Euphrates and then down its valley 
to Babylon, retracing the journey of their 
ancestor, Abraham (Gen. 11:31; 12: 5)- 
With the first group went Daniel and his 
companions (2 Kings 24:1; Dan. 1: 
1-6); with the second went Ezekiel (2 
Kings 24:12; Ezek. 33:21). 
How to Study this Lesson 

God’s Word: In Judah’s last days, 
everything was “according to the Word 
of the Lord” (24:2), whoever com- 
manded or did it (24:13; comp. Jer. 20: 
5). Jehoiakim “did evil” (23:37) ;, op- 
pressed the people (23:35); committed 
“abominations” (2 Chron. 36:8); but, in 
particular, he destroyed God’s written 
word (Jer. 36:21-25) as others- have 
done and still do (2 Pet. 3:16). 

God’s Covenant : Israel lost the king- 
dom with Josiah’s death (Dan. 2: 37, 38) 
and only puppet kings (23:34; 24:1, 17) 
followed. The last of Solomon’s line, 
voluntarily submitting, was carried to 
Babylon (24:12, 15) where he received 
a mock throne (25: 27-30); his line was 
forever excluded (Jer. 22:24-30) and 
Nathan’s substituted (Luke 1: 32, 33; 3: 
31; Acts 15:16). 

God’s Anger: “The Lord would not 
pardon” the “death ofgbis saints” (24: 
4; Psa. 72:14) hoiakim (Jer. 
26: 20-: ers killed. 




















true to his oath (2 Chron. 36:12, 13) 
was fit king for such a people (2 Chron. 
36: 14, 16) ; left to himself (24: 20; Rom. 
1: 28) he brought disaster on himself and 
his people. 

God’s House : That God gave over his 
house to destruction (25:9) shows how 
hopeless was the situation, Ezekiel had 
seen the Lord desert the Temple in prep- 
aration for its destruction (Ezek. 10: 4, 
18; 11:22, 23); just as he deserted a 
later Temple (Matt. 23:38; 24:1, 2). 
The Temple’s destruction had been often 
foretold (1 Kings 9:8; Jer. 26: 6, 18). 
Sacred Vessels : Protected from the 
cupidity of Judah’s idolatrous kings, but 
given over to Nebuchadnezzar (24:13; 
25: 13-17), the vessels made by Solomon 
(1 Kings 7: 15-51), although desecrated 
at Babylon (Dan. 5: 1-4, 23), were many 
of them restored to a later Temple (Ezra 
1: 7-11; 5:14, 15) and may have been in 
use in the time of Christ. 

Sacred Remnant: The captivity was 
a weeding-out process. Each time a band 
of captives was taken to Babylon (24: 
I, 16; 25:11) it was for their good (Jer. 
24: 5-7), while it was for their hurt that 
others were left (Jer. 24: 8-10). -Those 
left at the last deportation (25: 22-26) 
despised God’s grace and his command 
(Jer. 42:8-to 43:7) and suffered the 
consequences. 


Other Scripture 


Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel were the 
prophets of the time; Jeremiah prophe- 
sied to the Jews in Palestine, Ezekiel to 
those in captivity, and Daniel to the Gen- 
tiles. Any part of either would be profit- 
able to study. 


Reference Literature 


“Manual of Bible History,” by W. G. 
Blaikie, D.D. (Nelson and Sons, New 
York, $1.75). 


“A Dictionary of the Bible,” by John 
D. Davis, D.D. (Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia, $4). 

Dattas, Tex. : 
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For Intermediate Teachers 
By Elizabeth C. Torrey 


OSIAH. was surely a good king. 
Quickly we can recall the events of 
his reign, —the cleansing of the tem- 
ple, the finding of the book of the law, 
the keeping of the passover, and finally 
the king’s tragic death. It is difficult at 
first to see why this wonderful reform 
was followed so soon by “Judah’s Down- 
fall and Captivity.” But it is evident 
that the efforts put forth so earnestly 
by the king did not really take hold of 
the hearts of the people. The words of 
Jehovah in the prophecy of Jeremiah, 
tell it most truly: “Run ye to and fro 
through the streets of Jerusalem, ... and 
seek in the broad places . . . if there be 
any that doeth justly, .. . and I will par- 
don her” (Jer. 5:1). “My people have 
committed two evils: they have forsaken 
me, the fountain of living waters, and 
hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns 
that can hold no water” (Jer. 2:13). 
“How then art thou turned into the de- 
generate branchés of a foreign vine unto 
me?” (Jer. 2:21.) “Backsliding Israel 
hath showed herself more righteous than 
treacherous Judah” (Jer. 3:11; comp. 
3:6-10). “Where are thy gods that thou 
hast made thee? let them arise, if they 
can save thee in the time of thy trouble” 
(Jer. 2: 28). 

All the way through, however, Jere- 
-niah dwells repeatedly on the thought of 
their not being entirely lost. “But I will 
not make.a full end of thee” (Jer. 4:27; 
5: 10, 18; 30:11; 46:28; comp. Nahum’s 
“full end”), “These nations shall serve 
the king of Babylon seventy years 


when seventy years are accomplished, ... 
I will punish the king of Babylon” (Jer. 
25:11, 12). “For Jehovah hath ran- 
somed Jacob, and redeemed him from 
the hand of him that was stronger than 
he. And they shall come and sing in the 
height of Zion” (Jer. 31: 11, 12). 
he narrative now is easy to follow. 
Jehoahaz was made king by the people, 
after his father’s death at the hands of 
Neco. But Jehoahaz was carried to 
Egypt by Neco, after a reign of only 
three months; and he died there in Egypt 
(Jer. 22:1-12; comp. margin). Neco 
placed Jehoiakim, an older son of Josiah, 
on the throne in his place; and Jehoiakim 
paid him tribute. 
Neco’s army again advanced. toward 
the east, to Carchemish; and this time 
they lost in the great conflict there with 
the forces of Babylon (Jer. 46:2). So 
Egypt troubled Judah no more (2 Kings 
24:7). Nebuchadnezzar had succeeded 
Nabopolassar as king of Babylon (Chal- 
dea). Jehoiakim submitted to him for 
three years; then he rebelled against the 
great king. Whereupon the Chaldeans 
came up against Judah to destroy it. 
Evidently they were victorious, carry- 
ing away a few early captives to Baby- 
lon (2 Chron. 36:5-7; Dan. 1 : 1-3). 
Jehoiakim’s awful death later, in Jerusa- 
Pay is told in Jeremiah (22: 18, 19;. 36: 
30). 
The first real deportation, however, oc- 
curred during the reign of the next king, 
Jehoiachin, son of Jehoiakim, a youth 
with whom his mother, was co-regent (2 
Kings 24:8, 12, 15; Jer. 29:2). Daniel 
5:2—as well as Esther 3:6 and Ezra 
1:7—tell of this great captivity, the 
carrying away of the best people, and the 
sacred things of the temple (597 B. C.). 
When Nebuchadnezzar took .Jehoiachin 
to Babylon, he placed another son of 
Josiah, Zedekiah, as ruler over the re- 
maining people. He.soon rebelled against 
the king, and was jou.ed in this by the 
surrounding countries (Ezek. 17: FI-15; 
Jer. 37:7; 44:30). Zedekiah was finally 
taken captive by Nebuchadnezzar (2 
Chron. 36: 17-21; Jer. 39: 1-10), and met 
a terrible fate. The city was plundered, 
and the second deportation of “Judah’s 
Downfall and Captivity” included all the 
“residue.” Gedaliah was placed as gov- 
ernor dver the “poorest of the land,” 
which were all that were left (Jer. 40:7 
to 41:18). He in turn was killed by the 
conspirator Ishmael. 

Thus we have the record of the com- 
lete fall of Jerusalem €586 B. C. Syria, 
srael; Assyria, Judah; all have fallen 

before a superior foe. Egypt has been 
subdued; and Babylon holds control over 
all the east and south. 


Dayton, OnIO0. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Kate Tarlton 


i : PRIMARY Superintendents: Keep 
the Scripture memory work before 
the department every Sunday. Drill the 
memory verses by grades, and then have 
the entire department repeat in ‘unison. 
Call on different classes to rise and re- 
peat the verse. Review the back mem- 
ory work. Always have the pupils give 
reference, then the verse. It means a. lit- 
tle extra work, but in_ after years the 
knowledge of reference and verse will be 
invaluable. 

In connection with this lesson, study 
2 Kings 24, 25; 2 Chronicles 36; Jere- 
miah 21, 22, 24, 20, 36. 

During good King Josiah’s reign the 
Bible, which had been lost, was found in 
thetemple. In this lesson we learn of a 
king, Jehoiachin, who was so wicked that 
he had the leaves cut out of the Bible 
and thrown in.the fira What would you 
do if some onesburned your Bible? Tell 
briefly the story of Jeremiah who pre- 
dicted seventy years’ captivity (Jer. 25: 


Ir). 

Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, sent 
to Jerusalem and carried the king and 
his family captives into Babylon. He also 
took the treasures from the temple, God’s 
hotise, and carried them to Babylon. He 
cut in pieces the vessels of gold. He 
took away all but the very poorest peo- 
ple, hoping that in their weakness they 
would submit to him. 








ing and un- | 


\ 
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Finally Zedekiah was made king over 
the people who were left. He was not 
willing that Nebuchadnezzar should rule 
over Jerusalem (2 Chron. 36: 11-13). 
Through Jeremiah, his prophet, God was 
warning Judah (2 Chron. 36:15, 16); 
“The wrath of the Lord arose against his 
people, till there was no remedy.” God 
was so good to the Jews. He showed 
mercy when they were sorry for their 
sin. They kept sinning until God gave 
them up. It was not that he was not 
willing to save them, but that he wanted 
to forever cure them of idolatry. 
Nebuchadnezzar took his armies and 
camped around Jerusalem, planning to 
starve the people until they surrendered. 
No one could leave the city. After a 
while food gave out and people starved 
to death. Still Zedekiah did not call on 
the Lord for help. When the soldiers 
broke through the wall, Zedekiah and his 
men slipped out at night and ran away. 
Zedekiah was caught and bound. His 
sons and the nobles of Judah were mur- 
dered “before his eyes,” then his own 
eyes were put out and he was carried as 
a prisoner to Babylon and later died there. 
Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem, 
the city of David. The beautiful temple 
of God, built by Solomon, was torn.down 
and burned. All that was left was a pile 
of ashes. “So Judah was carried away 
out of their land.” 
Jeremiah wept over his people because 
they would not repent (Jer. 7: 5-7). And 
because of his sorrow he was called the 
“weeping prophet.” He was put in 
prison, but one of the rulers let him out 
and he was taken down into Egypt where 
he died. 
Our nation is in great danger. All 
through the land men and women break 
God’s holy laws and tear his Word to 
pieces. God’s ministers, like Jeremiah, 
weep over the lost world and preach the 
Gospel of repentance. 

“Behold, now is the accepted time; be- 
rage now is the day of salvation” (2 Cor. 

3 

. Memory Verses 

Cradle Roll: 2 Kings 25:21b, “So 
Judah was carried away.” 

Beginners: 2 Kings 25: 21b, “So Judah 
was carried away out of their land.” 

Primary: 2 Chronicles 36:16, “The 
=e of the Lord arose against his peo- 
p e.” 

2 Kings 25: 21b, “So Judah was carried 
away out of their land.” 


Fort Worth, Tex. 
we 
Henry Hellyer’s New 
.Missionary Journey 


ROM Mr. Henry L. Hellyer, Di- 
rector of the Christian Testimony to 
the Jews comes the Jollowing letter : 


Dear FRIENDS OF ISRAEL: 

I am sending this letter to you on the 
eve of my departure for Central and 
Eastern Europe. I am now expecting to 
leave America on the 6th of December. 
My present plan is to visit the British 
Isles, to seek to enlist a strong praying 
constituency there; then to go on to Ger- 
many for prayerful conference and co- 
operation with friends of Israel in that 
important center; thence to Poland to 
strengthen the hands of Moses Gitlin, . 
Alfred Malcman, and other fellow-la- 
borers in the Gospel, and to encourage 
further ‘evangelization in Poland and 
Volkynia. If the. Lord opens the way, 
the plan is to go from there to Soviet 
Russia to meet with and encourage the | 
Hebrew Christian pastors, evangelists, 
and colporteurs in the courageous, self- 
sacrificing work they are carrying on 
among God’s chosen people and others. 

A remarkable work is going on-in Is- 
rael, and marked changes are taking place 
among the Jewish masses in regard to 
their attitude towards the Gospel. It 
cannot be accounted for excepting that 
the Hely Spirit is again working in 
meee among them as in the days of old. 

ow is the opportune time for the church 
of God to take to them the glad tidings 
of salvation, and it should be taken be 
fore the opportunity is lost. A prominent 
Jewish evangelist and teacher writes: 
“Confirming my own profound convic- 
tions along the same lines, I personally 





see the possibility of evangelizing the 
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Why Should 
Christmas be Over 
So Soon? 


Why should not that day of remembrance. be so 
thoughtfully recognized between friend and friend 
that its reminders shall bring recurring blessing 
throughout the whole year? 




















Many have used a very simple and xo? costly plan 
for this, by letting The Sunday School Times make 
an every-week visit to several friends during the whole 
year—a Christmas gift to start with, and continuing 

. from week to week its mission of friendly remem- 
brance and many-sided usefulness. As you read the 
Editors’ announcement of plans for the new year, 
on page 771 in this issue, would you not like to 
share the paper with others ? 


Five or more subscriptions ordered at one time 
at the club rate of $1.50 a year are sent to 
separate addresses wherever you wish. (For 
each foreign subscription 50 cents additional 
- for postage.) 
In ordering, if you will indicate that the subscrip- 
tions are for Christmas gifts, we shall be glad to send _ 


to each one on your list a beautiful Christmas card ° 
bearing this wording, with your name added, — 


“‘The Sunday School Times will come to you as 
a weekly reminder of my sincere wishes for a 
joyful Christmas and a New Year of abounding 
blessing in life and service.” 

If you write at once, there is just time for this 


special Christmas card to reach your friends, telling 
of your gift. 


The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia 
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Shall Christianity Remain Christian? 
The future of the race is at stake. It is time for the 
spiritual forces of the nation and world to unite in 


combating material influences and in defending belief 
in God, the foundstion of all religious faith. 


Religion is of more importance. than politics. The 
need of the world is a larger sense of its responsi- 
bilities to God. _In my new book have endeavored 
to present the views of the leaders,as well’as the 
_ rank and file of the Churches based on Scripture 
authority concerning various questions centering round the real issue 
involved. It is called “Shall Christianity Remain Christian ?”’—Seven 
Questions in Dispute. 

The world never needed an evangelistic Gospel more than it does to- 
day ; and evangelism, it must be remembered, dies when the Bible 
ceases to be accepted as the revealed will of God. 





s e 


- 


This book by Mr. Bryan, “ Seven Questions pr enn. a containing also eight 
of Dr. Pace’s most striking cartoons, may be o from Tux Sunpay SCHOOL 
Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at $1.25, postpaid. 
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Jews of the world in several years, if a 
number of our brethren should be willing 
to go out without money or two coats 
to bear testimony, enduring hardness as 
good soldiers of Jesus Christ. Very lit- 
tle money comparatively would be needed 
for so stupendous an enterprise. The 
Lord is able. Pray in that direction. I 
believe the time of our Lord’s appearing 
ig near, and he is preparing the nation 
for his coming, The people are open to 
listen to the spel.” 

Another well-known Hebrew Christian, 
who recently visited eastern Europe, 
writes: “While here in Bialistok I had 
the privilege of preaching to the Jews 
who filled the little hall to its capacity. 
About two hundred stood outside for over 
two hours listening to the Gospel. I tell 
you it is a long time since I looked into 
the eyes of such an intelligent audience. 
I believe that Europe is ready for the 
Good News as never before. When I say 
Europe, I mean the Jews who live, or 
rather exist, here. I make this statement 
from what I saw in Riga, Libau, Bialis- 
tok, and towns near by... . I saw multi- 
tudes of ‘souls hun for the Living 
Bread. ~ I feel that it is my duty to do 
something for these my’ poor brethren, 
and God helping me I will do it.” 

The first great awakening to the church 
came to the Jews through the coming 
of the Holy Spirit, and ifough: them to 
the Gentiles. May we not confidently ex- 
pect another great awakening among 
them, and a definite part in the Revival 
for which God’s people are praying, as 
we approach the end of the Gentile age? 

We ask therefore that you take upon 
your heart a deepened interest and min- 
istry for Israel for blessings which you 
bring to them will be returned to you, 
according to promise. Help to pray me 
through, to pray many more workers into 
the ripened harvestfield, to pray a full 
treasury for every need, including love- 
gifts to suffering brethren, and do what 
you can to insure a wide reading of the 
enclosed leaflet. Much, very much, de- 
pends tipon the friends at the home end, 
as I sever home ties of family and friends 
and once again go forth to the field 
abroad. 


Yours in His glad. service, 
Henry L. Hettyer. 


Some fifteen tons of clothing have 
already been distributed in Central Eu- 
rope through the ministry of the Chris- 
tian Testimony to the Jews. On this 
new missionary tour Mr. Hellyer will 
take additional supplies of warm clothing 
and shoes to be distributed principally 
among faithful self-sacrificing pastors 
and evangelists, who are ar. the 
Gospel to: the Jews in Poland, Vollynia, 
and Russia. 

Will you not stand with Mr. Hellyer in 
rayer for the outpotiring of the Holy 
Qoiit in Pentecostal power among the 
“lost sheep of the house of Israel”? 


i 
Three-Days’ Prayer Gatherings 


A FEW weeks ago a “Three-Days’ 
Prayer Gathering” was called to meet 
in one of the rooms of the Moody Bible 
Institute, Chicago, on the last three aft- 
ernoons and evenings in December, the 
third evening’s meeting to close with a 
Watch Night service. The object is to 
intercede for the revival of the Church, 
for the evangelization of the world, and 
for the coming of Christ and his king- 


om. 

Almost immediately, largely through 
the instrumentality of a co-operating pas- 
tor in Philadelphia, a like gathering was 
called in that city, then another in Wash- 
ington,.and a third in New York City. 
Soon afterwards a chain of similar meet- 
ings from the Atlantic to the Pacific was 
arranged for. Many of God’s people -in 
Great. Britain and continental Europe, 
as well as in the United States and Can- 
ada, are being enlisted. In some cities 
in America a considerable number of such 
meetings are being planned, either by in- 
dividual churches or prayer bands, or by 
groups of churches or bands uniting. 

Surely the hour has come when God’s 
people should put on “the whole armor 
of God,” so that they might stand 
“against” all.the powers of darkness that 
would hinder or delay true revival, such 





as infidelity_and unbelief in the Church, 
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discord and self-seeking among believers, 
giving praise to man rather than exalting 
Christ alone, efideavoring to make mer- 
chandise of spiritual things, laying. un- 
due stress upon particular doctrines to the 


‘practical exclusion of other truths, em- 


ploying spectacular methods to achieve 
spectacular but deceptive results. 

Let us» pray, too,- that. all » man-made 
machinery may discarded, ‘so that the 
Spirit through the Word may have full 
right of way, and that “Christ and him 
crucified” may stand supremely foremost. 
Let us bear in mind that any so-called 
revival, which is not marked by genuine 
confession of sin and the putting away 
of wrong on the part of believers, 
spurious. When the Church is cicaneat 
and saints are sanctified, sinners will be 
saved in Pentecostal multitudes. ' 

The great revival of 1857-58, which is 
said to have resulted in the conversion 
of a million or more, souls, was pre-emi- 
nently one of prayer rather than of 
preaching, many churches giving them- 
selves almost entirely over to prayer. 
Had that same spirit-of intercession con- 
tinued, the world ere this. might have 
been wholly evangelized. * Would that 
out of this year’s Watch Night-and - 
Three-Days’ ae Gatherings . might 
come thousands of interceding bands, and 
that 1925 might see the beginning of such 
a revival of the Church and of such an 
ingathering of ‘new-born ‘souls as the 
world .has never witnessed —the begin- 
ning of the end of the evangelization. of 
“every creature,” both Jew. and Gentile. 
Is not God’s hour already striking — the 
hour of world visitation? Halt ye no 
longer, O Church of Christt PRAY 
FOR REVIVAL! 
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Stories in the Snow 
By Mae Norton Morris 


R. AND MRS. MEADOW. MOUSE 

were out for a winter frolic 
to find a bite to eat. In the fall they 
had stored away a good supply of food 
in their underground home, ‘but it had 
tasted so good and they had. nothing else 
to do, and it was right under their very 
noses all the time, so they just kept right 
on sens, and eating; now there wasn’t 
a scrap left, so they dug their way out 
throu a .snowbank and winked and 
mga at the dazzling white world out- 
side. 

“Wonder who else is out to-day?” 
said Mrs.’ Meadow Mouse, as they 
whisked over the’ snow toward Farmer 
Gray’s barn. oS 

“We shail soon see,” answered Mr. 
Meadow Mouse, “keep your ‘eyes o 
for the stories in the snow, my dear.” 4 

“Stories in the snow!” exclaimed Mrs. 
Meadow Mouse, “What do you mean?” 

“Dear me,” sighed Mr. Meadow Mouse, 
“have you forgotten’ what we found last 
winter ?” 

“Oh, I know now,” squeaked Mrs. 
Mouse, “we found rabbit tracks, and the 
print of Mrs. Partridge’s five-pointed 
toes, and saw where the otters had held 
their Winter Carnival and had made a 
toboggan slide in the snow; yes, I re- 
member now.” | 

They reached Farmer Gray’s barn quite 
out of breath, and there they found a 
pile of half-frozen apples. What a feast 
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a Rates 

The y School Times is pub- 
lished woe at the following rates, pay-} 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the , United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


$ 1 50 Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a 
package to one address, $1.50 each, per 
year. 
$2. 00 One copy, or any number of 
copies 3" = five, $2 each, 
per year. One cop: py, five ears, $7.50. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for. in a club. 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES . 

The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
so cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Leong 
1031 Walnut Street, | Philadelphia, P. 





HANDICAPPED 


Those who are malnourished 
are a! in ability 


to resist weakn, 


| Scott’s Emulsion 


is vitamin-rich food and tonic 
that helps remove the handi- 
cap. Keep your body stro 
and sturdy. Insist on Scott’s 


Scott & Bowne. Bloomfield, N.J. 24-38 

















Use Cuticura Soap 
And Ointment 
To Heal Sore Hands 
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The Paper for every member of your Sunday School. 
: ve or more copies, 18¢ each per quarter. 
Joy Bells 
For the boys and girls ef the Primary Department. 
ve Or More copies QC each per quarter. 
Senior Full Gospel Quarterly 
An exposition of the International Sunday School 


course that is safe and scriptural. Five or more to 
same address, gc each a quarter. 


Intermediate Full Gospel Quarterly 
For young people between the ages of 12-17. 
Five or more to same address, $c a quarter. 

Junior Full Gospel Quarterly 


For young people belew the age of twelve 
Five or more to the same address, 7¢ each a quarter. 
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LESSON LEAFLETS 
Samples of our quarterlies and papers 
sent on request 


THE CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE PUBLISHING CO. 


260 West 44th St. New York City 





they had! They nibbled and nibbled, un- 
til they heard Rover the big dog gamer 
at a rabbit, then they scampered under 
some old boards and lay quite still un- 
til night. When the big silver moon 
sailed high in the sky the little mice grew 
brave again and came out into the shin- 
ing white world. Over the meadow they 


went. Whisk! Jump! Run! 

“See,” whispered Mrs. Mouse, “Peter 
Rabbit has been here before us to-night.” 
Sure enough, there in the snow were the 
tell-tale footprints of the sly Peter. “And 
here the gray squirrel has frolicked right 
to the foot of this old oak tree.” 

Mr. Meadow Mouse stood quite still, 
his bright black eyes staring at the snow 
in amazement. 

“What have you found now?” asked 
Mrs. Mouse. 

“Hist!” said Mr. Mouse. “A fairy cir- 
cle in the snow. See!” And there be- 
fore them was a perfect circle drawn in 
the snow. It was very strange. 
“Perhaps the Brownies had a party, last 
night,” whispered Mrs. Mouse,- “and 
danced around this circle, surely no 
meadow folk that we know could have 
made it.” 

“It’s most too small for the Brownies,” 
said Mr. Mouse, “and see—in the very 
center of it is a tall dry stalk of grass 
that is bent so one end of it touches 
the circle”. Just then the North Wind 
whistled across the meadow and saw the 
two little mice standing by the magic 
circle. 

-“Ho! Ho!” laughed the North Wind. 
“] know the secret of the circle. “Ho! 
Ho!” and he blew the snow, like pow- 
dered sugar across the meadow, then he 
came back where the little mice still sat 
trying to guess how the circle came there. 
Very quietly, the North Wind blew 
against the bent stalk of grass and slowly 
it began to move —then he blew harder, 
and harder, and the dry stalk began to 
whirl and whirl in a circle, round and 
round, and like a pencil it drew the fairy 
circle deeper and deeper into the snow. 
“My word!” said Mr. Meadow Mouse. 
“What a trick to play on us! The North 
Wind and a stalk of grass are the 
fairies !” 
“You-o00-000!” laughed the North 
Wind. “You-o00-000 — got fooled: that 
time, little mice. Ho! Ho!” And whisk! 
Away he blustered across the white 
meadow, leaving the little mice and the 
fairy circle far behind him. 


Nort Briiierica, Mass. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By H. McAllister Griffiths 





January 4. How Can We Develop the Spirit 
of Friendliness? Prov. 18:24; 27:6, 9, 
10; 1 Sam. 18 : 1-4. (Consecration meeting.) 

January 11. How to Read the Bible Help- 
fully. Psa. 19: 7-14; Matt. 7 : 24-29. 

January 18 Friendliness as Expressed 
through Medical Missions. Acts 14: 8- 
18; Matt. 4:23, 24. 

January 25. Our Society’s Part in Our De- 
nominational Programme. Rom. 12 : 3-13. 
(Denominational Day. Beginning Chris- 
tian Endeavor Week.) 


Sunday, December 28 


The Old Year and the New 
(Psa. 37: 1-5; Phil. 3 : 12-14) 





Mon.—Fleeting years (Jas. 4:14). 
Tues.—Old-year mistakes tine. 3: 1-6). 
Wed.—Old-year protection (Zech. 2:5; 
Luke 21 : 18, 19). 
Thurs.—New-year faith (Psa. 31 : 1-5, 23, 


24). 
Fri—New-year guidance (Psa. 23 : 1-6). 
Sat.—New-year service (2 Cor, 12: 1-15). 
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or of health, of trouble or of content- 
ment, I have trusted in him and he has 
never Aailed“me. I have failed him, but 
he has not forsaken me. Month by month, 
week by week, day by day, moment by 
moment, he has been ploughing in my 
heart. He has been ploughing deep. 
Many stones of my waywardness and re- 
belliousness have grated against the coul- 
ter, but the furrow has always | been 
straight, 
ye 


I will ask forgiveness for my many 
sins, and I will resolve py the grace of 
God to be done with sin forever. My 
life this last year has not been all that 
it should have been. I have fallen far, 
far short. I have sinned against God 
and against those who have trusted 
me. When I have set:my: will -to do as 
the world does, sorrow and remorse have 
tried the texture of my soul. I do not 
want this next year’ to be a fepetition 
of the last. I want to make a clean break 
with all sin—those sins that I think of 
as. great and those that I sometimes 
falsely think of as small. No sin is 
small in God’s sight. To be quit of* sin 
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I need the renewing power and the s 
less presence of the Holy Spirit of on 
I will not, I must not, trust in what m 
unaided will can do: all my strength, all 
my reliance shall be this year. in the 
Christ of the Cross. 


ve 

And I will resolve to know and to do 
the will of God for my life. His hand 
is not withdrawn above the clouds, nor is 
his voice heard only in the heavens. He 
will hear my prayer: he will direct my 
path. I care not where it leads me, so 
that he mark out the way. It matters 
not what hardships come, what cherished 
ambitions must be renounced, what op- 
position may appear, —I must do his will 
while it is yet the morning of my life. 
His blood has saved me, and the splen- 
dor of his person has captured my heart. 
Come life, come death; come shame, 
come glory; come scorn, come approba- 
tion; come “success,” come “failure”; 
I am in his mighty hand of love, his 
accents are audible in my heart, and pe 
his matchless and sustaining grace I shall 
abide in him forever. 





Princeton, N. J. 





easily and effectively used. 


ing explanation o 


tation, it is fitted: for all grades. 


SELECT NOTES 


By AMOS R. WELLS, Litt.D.. LL.D. 





It contains the greatest possible wealth of practical help for pastors, teach- 
ers and Sunday School workers, so compiled and tabulated that it can be 


The toate tama of quotations, illuminatin thoughts, clear and convinc- 
the text itself, are all tuned to spiritual interpretation. 


Unlimited in its possibility for helpfulness. 


Beautiful and instructive pictures, maps, a capita and compre- 
hensive index, make it complete in every respect. 


, \Frice, $1.90—$2.00 Prepaid 


n text and in interpre- 





upon request. 


PELOUBET’S QUARTERLIES 


have stood for the best in the shape of scholars’ and teachers’ helps. They 
are based upon the New Improved Uniform Lesson Texts and are adapted 
to the needs of all: grades.. We: will gladly forward to you sample copies 





TEACHERS’ QUARTERLIES 


We also publish a Series of Zeachers’ Quarterlies which contain helpful 
material for the teacher to use in preparing the lesson and which have be- 
come very popular during the past years. 


We should be glad to send free samples and catalogs giving full detail to all 
intending purchasers 


WILDE’S BIBLE PICTURE SET 


Illustrating the International Improved Lessons for 1925. 


60 Pictures in Portfolio—go cents, postpaid. Have been chosen with the 
greatest care to most adequately and attractively illustrate the lessons. 


The pictures are printed on heavy coated pee. 6x 8 inches. Price, one and 
one-half cents each, postpaid. No orders fer less than ten received. 
Total List of Bible Pictures Comprises Over 800 Subjects. 


A CATALOG WILL BE SENT IF REQUESTED 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY, 131 Clarendon St., Boston 




















What events in the past year have im- 





A WONDERFUL $3.50 GIFT BOOK 
FOR ONLY $2.50 


The Story of Charles M. Alexander 


A ROMANCE OF SONG AND SOUL- WINNING 
AS TOLD BY HIS WIFE 





Profusely illustrated with more than 250 illustrations in femur. 







SUNDAY SCHOOES | "ore 2", sor the new year appeal to 


Head’s S. S. Record iXb freasunex | 72°" 


For 27 Classes, $1.50; 65 Classes, $2.00 


Head’s S. 5. Le pe 


Simple, ee Ty 
4: aerornaite sant; 


this year? 















In what ways are improvements possible 


- WILL thank God for all his mercies 
pefect record of entire | I and his goodness. I will thank him for 
Re seed fer_ {all the way he has led me, whether it 
eran was the way of bereavement or of new 


vure, showing the many p 





», New York } joy, of pain or of happiness, of sickness! —— ee —— 








hases of Mr. Alexander's activities and 
including pictures of most of the leading Christian song leaders and 
evangelists of the past and present generation. 

Beautifully bound—a wonderful book for yourself and as a gilt for friends. 


Special Christmas price, $2.50. As the supply is limited, it is adi 
to send order very soon. 


THE SUNDAY’ SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 1031 Walnut St, Philadelphia 
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CHRIST LIFE or THE WORD OF THE CROSS 


A new devotional monthly designed to bring 
sinners to the Cross, and the Cross to saints, 
Edited by Howard A. Banks, who was for seven 
ears Associate Editor of The Sunday School 

Times. Contents of first issue, January,1g2¢5: 

“What Is the World’s Most Needed Message 
T Watt, M.A. 

** The How of Holiness.” By Arthur Harries. 

** The Remedy for Fast Failing Democracies.” By 
Miss Christabel Pankhurst. ig sad of address.) 

* Dead Flies.” Pastor O. R. Palmer. 

“Gospel ‘West Points’. in Europe.” By O.R. 
Palmer, and H.-L. Hellyer. 

Senior heyy Peoples Depertmont (Notes on 
Senior C, E. Topics). By R. E. Neighbour. 
Junior. Young owns pu ment (Notes on 
Junior C, E. To; ice.) Elmer Nicholas. 
(And other Departments.) 

An ideal Christmas present for your Christian friends: 


Price, $1.00 a year. 
Write UNION GOSPEL PRESS, Bex 680, CLEVELAND, OHIO. 


A Postcard 27" 


minutes’ thought 
Torrey’s Famous Vast-Pocket Here 


GIST OF LESSONS 1925 FREE 


OT DOWN the names (a postcard will do) of 12 or 
more Sunday School teachers or Bible class scholars 
of your acquaintance, and we will send you an in- 
troductory copy of Torrey’s Gist of the (Interna- 
tional) Lessons jo2s. Absolutely free and postpaid. 


Order Now~Offer limited to thirty days 
THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK 


A Large Orthodox Christian Institution Desires 
a Field Representative 


to solicit funds and do general promotional work. 
Permanent position with regular salary and trav- 
elling expenses. Applicants should state age, 
experience, and other qualifications. Address 


M. B. L, 802 Witherspoon Building, Phila., Pa. 


ANNUITY BONDS 


Full information will be forwarded with- 
out obligation. Write for booklet 16 A. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


BIBLE HOUSE NEW YORK 
MANUSCRIPTS copied, aed | pepetet ioe publica- 


Nertie L, BerRGLunn, 508 ¥ W..3rd St., jastings, Minn. 

















READ THE BIBLE THROUGH IN 1924-1925 
Simple, definite pian. Send 10¢c to MISS KONITZKY, 
4316 BELLeviau Avenue, Baltimore, Md. 


Church Organs 


Latest Approved Methods. Highest 
Grade Only, Established 1827. 


Main Office and Works “*"Nas.°°” 
Hook & Hastings Co. 


BRANCHES : 
Boston, New York, Phila., Chicago, Louisville, Dallas 
































FREE. Your Name A${75 VALUE 


inlaid i nGold NEVER SOLD FOR LESS! 





postman co. wan! 
( INKOGRAPH CO., inc.,171-V Centre St.,New York 


BRONZE TABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9). 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


“~PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, HymnBoards,Collection Plates,etc, 


Globe Furniture Company, fours  tictinn: 
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e > 7 
Individual Communion Cups 
Convenient, Noiseless and Sanitary 
List of thousands of churches using our cups and PREE 
CATALOG with quotations sent upon request. 


SANITARY COMMUNION: OUTETT ¢ 00., 7- ~S7th St, Rochester, N.Y. 3 


| MAKE THE BEST CHOGOLATE BARS 


Mints and Chewi Everybod 
wat ow from = wae mt Sey Free adder nnd 
from rac V 420 Jackson St., Cincinnati, Ohio 





When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
[ Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 
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(Lesson for Dec. 28) DECEMBER 13, 1924 





oneness with the 
will I build” my 


revelation and truth, m 
Father, my self as Go 
church.” 


Prayer SuccGestions: Pray for all 
college students who have returned home 
for vacation, and for those unable to re- 
turn. Pray for all family reunions, and 
especially for the families where dear 
ones will be missed this year. “She can- 
not come back to me, but I can go to 
her.” “I will see my boy, my husband, 





through “‘them that are His.’’ 


tion. Its office staff gladly respond to personal 
calls for intercession as such calls are sent to them 





for G blessing of the League.— 
Ede of Tie Sandee 5 School ‘Times. 


“The Dawn” 


HE above, as is.now well-known, is 

the name of the Rev. D. M. Panton’s 
new magazine (published by Thynne and} 
Jarvis, Ltd., Whitefriars Street, London, | 
a yd, Eng. ), for which magazine since | 
the first issue last April a great volume’ 
of prayer has gone up, both in Great 
Britain and throughout America. May 
not the name be indicative of more than 
at first appears? “The morning cometh, 
and also the night” (Isa. 21:12). The 
night of the great tribulation is yet to 
come, “the great and terrible day of the 
Lord” (Joel 2:31), but before it comes, 
will not “the dawn” have begun, or at 
least the harbinger of that dawn, in the 
pouring out of “my Spirit upon all flesh” ? 
(Joel 2: 28.) And possibly may not this 
latter period, which is to precede “the 
great and the terrible day of the Lord,” 
be immediately before us? Augment- 
ing multitudes throughout the earth are 
praying in earnest expectancy. Let 
prayer increase even more than num- 
bers! Let these closing days of 1924, and 
all the days of 1925, mark the ushering 
in of such an epoch of believing inter- 
cession as this world has never known! 
Let churches be purged, and every true 
church become indeed a “house of prayer.” 

“The dawn” may not be far distant! 
Let not only prayer ascend, but let also 
the shout of Calvary’s victory and of the 
Church’s coming triumph be heard as we 
enter the New Year. “The morning 
‘cometh’ ! 





December 22 to 28 


Mon.—Matthew 10 : 1-8. 
The Choice of the Twelve. 


Read Dr. Scofield’s notes on verse 
2 (Reference Bible). Chapter 9: 36-38 
belongs properly with to-day’s reading. 
When Jesus saw, “he was moved” (v. 
36); he exhorted prayer (v. 38); he 
“sent” (v..5). The Church will neither 
properly go nor send until it has been 
moved to prayer, nor moved to prayer 
until it sees the world’s need. Look! 
Pray!! GO!!! 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for a 
deeper missionary spirit in the Church 
at large and in your own local church. 
Pray for every missionary organization 
and ‘committee. Pray that missionary 
pledges may be promptly paid. Pray for 
every missionary on the foreign field. 
Pray for General Feng and his Christian 
army. 

Tues.—John 6 : 1-15, 


Apparently the only foreseeing, provi- 
dent one of the multitude was the lad 
(or his mother). That little lunch was 
his provision against the hour of neces- 
sity, —all the provision he had. “Good 
reason” for withholding it! But what if 
he had withheld? Do we ever show our 
lack of trust by withholding “our little” ? 


Prayer Succestions: What if Jesus 
hadn’t blessed what was given? But he 
did, and it went five thousand times far- 
ther because he did. Does he bless like- 
wise all that we give? Yes, if the spirit 
of our giving, or the manner of our liv- 
ing, doesn’t hinder. He wants to_bless 
EVERY gift. Pray. 

Wed.—Matthew 16 : 13-20. Peter’s Confession. 


“T the Son of man,” said Christ; “Thou 
the Son of God,” declared Peter. To 
which Christ replied in effect: “Blessed 
be the man to whom God reveals the Son 
as Son indeed, one in substance and deity 








with the Father ; and upon this rock of 


The Great Commission Prayer League, 808 North | 
La Salle Street, Chicago, is a faith movement, de- | 
pendent for its support wholly upon the Lord | 
Its leaflets are | 
published free in the Lord for prayerful distribu- | 


by — ae See aaa Readers are asked to pray | 
| they “keeping watch,” 


The Feeding of the Five Thousand. | 
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my father, on the. other side.” 
Thurs.—Luke 2.: 8-20. The First Christmas. 


It is “night” in this “same country” to 
which Christ once came. Are all the 
“shepherds abiding” “in the field” (the 
world) where they were appointed? Are 
not as hirelings, 
but as shepherds, “over their flock’? 
“Unto them that look ... shall he appear 
the second time” (Heb. 9:28); “this 
same Tesus” (Acts 1:11). 


| Prayer Succestions: “And every one 
that hath this hope .. . purifieth him- 
| self.’ Pray for the soon-coming of that 
glorious day when the Spirit shall be 

oured out upon all flesh,” and when “all 
La shall see it together”; when the 
“Spirit and the bride’ shall unite fer- 
vently, not only in the Gospel invitation 
of Revelation 22:17, but also m the ad- 
vent invitation of Revelation 22:20. 


Fri.—Luke 9 : 28-36. The Transfiguration. 


“Moses represented ‘the law,’ Elijah 
‘the prophets,’ and both together the whole 
testimony of the Old Testament Scrip- |: 
tures, and the Old’ Testament saints, to 
Christ; now not borne in a book, but by 
living men, not to be a coming, but a come 
Messiah, visibly, for they ‘appeared,’ and 
audibly, for they ‘spake’” (David 
Brown). : 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for next 
weck’s Watch Night meetings. Is there 
to be one in your church? Or at least 
in your home? Don’t let THIS year go 
by “Watch-Nighiless.” “Could ye not 
watch with me one hour?” “He ever 
liveth to make intercession.’ WHat IF 
HE WERE TO CEASE? BUT HE WON’T! 


Sat.—John 11: 31-44. The Raising of Lazarus. strong or 


: weak, 
Remember “that one day is with the unpleasant, melodious or 
Lord as a thousand years,” as well as “a “harsh, you can have a 





thousand years as one day.” -Therefore or speaking ~ if your 
if’ Christ were ‘able to raise one who Hye -Glossus’ Muscle is developed 
“hath been dead four days,” he is just by correct training. 


as able to raise those who four thousand 


years have “slept”; and if four thousand od 

years (from ame time to Christ’s The Great Discovery 
time), surely then from our time, or any 

time, “till he come.” Pope — Europe discovered 


oe ee eel pad 


PRAYER “SUGGESTIONS: Remember - our 


widely-scattered Sunday School. Times search and finally oh FG a Gyatem of 
family to-day, and Every day, “Blest be seoceeane je eee 
the tie that binds our hearts in Christian silent exercises 


love.’ Make careful note of each new 
contributor to the paper. Add their names 
to-your daily prayer list, and drop each 


one a line of loving welcome. Since the Professor brought h ingero, club 
America, orators, choir ee 
Sun.—Matthew 25 : 31-46. The Judgment Day. pe = 


At le=st seven judgments are distin- 


guished in Scripture: (1) The believers’ There is nothing complicated about the 


Crehn in the =. death of Peoteees ip enctnode. They are idez 

ohn 12: 31 om. 5:9); (2) The be- 

lievers’ self-judgment (1 Cor. 11:31); dees th aoe totriee of You ean practice 
positive, 


(3) the believers’ works (2 Cor. 5:10); The results are 
(4) the nations, at Christ’s second com- 
ing (Matt. 25: 31-46); (5) Israel (Ezek. 


ae 


100% Improvement Guaranteed 


20: 37); (6) angels (Jude 6); (7) the 

wicked dead (Rev. 20: 11-15). (See a Prot, Feuchtinger's meth + e will ime im- 

Scofield, Rev. 20: 12.) prove yo ice 100%. Yow are to be your 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Be sure to find on oe , oy improved 100% in vor eee 

ore at — one “quiet hour’ dur- opinion, we will your money. 

ing this last Sunday of the old year. If 

you get into the hour all that belongs to tt Send for “Boo 

— retrospective, introspective, circums pec- Free k 


tive and prospective, and chief of all Send_us the 
“Saviour-spective’ —it will be all too 
short. Oh, how much and how many for 
which and for whom to pray, AND To 


PRAISE! 
been nearly reached ? 
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THE NUMBER OF MAN 
or THE CLIMAX OF CIVILIZATION 
BY PHILIP MAURO 
** Not only have man’s days been numbered 
and the hairs of his head, but his doings also 
and ibe. handwriting is on the wall to be seen 
by all who have — to see.”’—Philip Mauro. 


1.50 
F. Hl. Revell Co.,158 Sth Ave.. N.Y.: 17 M. Wabash Ave., Chicage 





Has the sum of Man’s effort 
































GONGAEGATIONAL LUBA. 


